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JFor~wor~. 
/~ P--DINAP--IL Y, the purport of a College Magazine is to propagate the 
\!V system of education its teachers advocate, to foster the affection of 

its students for their Alma Mater, and to record distinctions won in the 
vanous tests of proficiency the times offer. For the most part, its survey is 
retrospective. But a College in the year of its inception looks in advance. 
Hope, rather than 'triumph, is its key-note. Like the orchard of New Norcia 
in spring-time, it is all blossom, all promise. W e await, in patience, Time's 
slow process of maturing before blossom is transformed into fruit and promise 
ripens to fulfilment. 

The inspiriting note of every enterprise is hope. To youth, embarking 
upon the wide sea of learning, we can recommend no happier guide. Let hope, 
then, be the star of our pilgrimage. Fo~ sails, w e shall have patience and 
perseverance, and, at the helm, motive, high and holy. Thus equipped, our 
little ship onward hies to the bright port of destination. These attributes 
harr:nonise in gracious sympathy to aid each other. Patience, the hard worker, 
is sustained and cheered by hope, while perseverance is beguiled by its winning yet 
potent influences. All three are rendered sacred by motive, when its a im is lofty. 

The function of right motive is to chasten, to winnow, to exalt human 
aspirations and direct them heavenwards. It maintains a standard of integrity 
worthy of the dignity of man, and values more what its votary is than what he 
has. Hence its preference of character to attainments. In the pursuit of 
knowledge it would have us ., aim at excellence, not at excelling," and make 
use of knowledge to improve our faculties, not of our faculties to improve 
knowledge. Always intent upon the highest good, with spiritual wand, it 
transmutes the earthly into the divine, bids the transient things of time subserve 
those of eternity, and, with God's blessing, in His own good time, pilots us to 
the Home of all our hopes. 

~=================================~ 
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HE indomitable energy of 
the Venerable Abbot, 
and Bishop, Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Salvado, and his brother 
Spanish Benedictines, 
has solved the problem 
regarding the civilisation 
of the natives which 

others pronounced insoluble, and has 
achieved a brilliant moral triumph which 
cannot but redound to the glory of 

. religion." 

These were the words written in the 
visitors' book by His Eminence the late 
Cardinal Moran on the occasion of his 
visit to New Norcia in 1887. They em
bodied the sentiments expressed by the 
visitors who, in response to the cordial 
invitation of Bishop Torres and the Marist 
Brothers, journeyed to that far-famed 
centre of learning and civilisation to 
witness the formal opening of the new 
St. lldephonsus' College- an imposmg 
quadrangular building in the Byzantine 
style, which adds to the architectural 
beauty of that unique mland township. 
Some of the visitors renewed an old 
acquaintance with New Norcia ; while 
others saw for the first time the 
magnificent results of the self-sacrificing 
labours of the Benedictines during the 
past 67 years. It is 67 years since the 
late Bishop Salvado laid the foundation of 
New Norcia What that venerable pre
late and his devoted band of Spanish 
monks accomplished for the benefit of the 
aboriginals, amid untold privations, fills one 
of the most interesting pages of Westralian 
history. So impressed was the Attorney
General with the evidences of heroic self
sacrificing work, that, m glowing imagery, 
he painted the tdeal democratic State as 
" a glorified New Norcia." 

The new College, which was formally 
opened on Saturday, February 22, for the 
education of " the other a boriginals " (as 

Sir John Forrest styled them), is a monu
ment to the zeal of Bishop Salvado' s 
worthy successor, the Right Rev. Dr. 
Torres, who made a most favourable 
impression on the minds of all who had 
the privilege of receiving from His Lord
ship the typical Benedictine welcome. 

The motor trip from Perth was delight
ful in every sense of the word. The 
bracing air of Saturday morning was a 
veritable tonic after the heat and dust of 
the preceding days, and the arrangements 
made by Mr. T. S. McNulty for the com
fort and convenience of the visitors deserve 
the highest commendation. With the 
exception of a few punctures encountered 
by the car containing the Colonial Secretary 
and some of the press representatives, the 
voyage was uneventful. 

His Excellency, attended by Major 
Wilkinson, A.D.C ., was accompanied by 
the Minister for Education (Mr. T. 
Walker). Others among the party in
cluded Sir John and Lady Forrest, the 
Colonial Secretary (Mr. Drew), Messrs. 
C . O ' Brien, M.L.C., and H. B. Lefroy 
and W . Dwyer, M 's.L.A. , Monsignor 
Bourke, the Reverend Brothers Nunan and 
Fitzgerald (representing Christian Brothers' 
College), and Messrs. Bernard Parker 
(Clerk of the Executive Council), T. S. 
McNulty (Under Secretary for Agricul
ture), James Gardiner, J Clune (an old 
identity of the district), C . G . Gallagher 
(Comptroller of Stores, Government Rail
ways), M. G. Lavan, P. W. H. Thiel, 
Phil Coyle, J . Whitmann (through whose 
courtesy some of the party were enabled 
to get back to the city early on Saturday 
evening in a powerful " Overland " car), 
J . T reacey, Mr. Miller (representing the 
" West Australian"), and a representative 
of the " W .A. Record." 

On arrival they were shown over the 
various buildings , including St. Gertrude's 
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College and Convent, conducted by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. 

St. Gertrude's Convent and College is a 
large structure, erected on the gentle 
declivity of a picturesque hill which over
looks the Monastery. It is of modified 
Gothic design (the plans being prepared 
by a distinguished Spanish architect of 
Barcelona at the instance of Dr. Torres), 
with extensive frontage and ample wings, 
between which and the main entrance, 
flanked by two imposing towers sur
mounted by flagstaffs , extend spacious 
colonnades, which afford an agreeable 
shade and scope for recreation in the 
summer months. The building is of three 
storeys, with a very pretty chapel at the 
back, immediately connected with the 
main structure. The whole is built of 
bricks, made on the mission grounds, with 
facings of cement, closely resembling lime
stone blocks, and presents in its ruddy 
massiveness a most imposing appearance. 
It is quite a striking feature in the land
scape, dominating as it does the whole 
mission with its vast proportions, and quite 
dwarfing the beautiful new Campanile. 
which the Abbot has erected close to the 
front of the Church of the Monastery. 
The whole has been carried out under the 
careful, personal supervision of the Abbot, 
who is himself quite an enthusiastic student 
of architecture. It is computed that the 
furntshing, decoration, etc., of the college 
and chapel involved an ·expenditure of 
£30,000. 

With a view to the thorough and 
complete equipment of New Norcia, 
Bishop Torres invited the Marist Brothers 

to take charge of the new 
T~~ot~:::.•t college, and they have already 

enrolled over 60 pupils. The 
Marist Brothers have been established 
in Australia for 40 years, and control 
scores of scholastic institutions in New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, 
New Zealand, Great Britain, North and 
South America, China, Fiji , and the 
·Continent of Europe. Their principal 
college in Australia, St. Joseph 's, at 
Hunter's Hill, Sydney, is one of the land
marks of the harbour. Dr. Torres has 
entered whole-heartedly into his latest 
project, and has already spent over 

£25,000 on the new buildings. The 
structure has been erected with special 
regard to lighting, coolness, and ventilation, 
the most up-to-date furniture and 
appliances have been purchased 4n this 
State, and little should be lacking to 
facilitate the work the Brothers are 
undertaking. The director of the College 
is the Rev. Brother Stanislaus, an ex
Provincial of the order, and former 
Principal of St. · Joseph 's College at 
Hunter 's Hill, Sydney. His chief assistant 
is the P-.ev . Brother Sebastian, who has 
achieved distinction in Sydney in connec
tion with the preparation of college 
students for the University examinations. 
At the present time the congregation of 
the Marist Brothers numbers about 6,000 
members, imparting the benefit of 
Christian education to 84,000 boys. In 
the Australasian Province there are close 
upon 200 Brothers, with a school roll of 
about 4,500. One of the features of the 
new institution will be the offering of 
special facilities to students who desire to 
receive a traming-always subordinate, of 
course, to the intellectual development-in 
practical agriculture, and the splendid 
position into which the labours of the 
Spanish monks have worked up the various 
farms, orchards, workshops, etc., around 
the settlement afford unrivalled facilities 
for giving the students every opportunity 
to learn farming in a practical ·and up-to
date manner. 

The visttors were entertained at a 
sumptuous banquet, and the spacious 
dining hall was appropriately decorated. 
A somewhat lengthy programme of 
speeches was submitted. 

His Lordship Dr. Torres, in submitting 
the toast of " His Majesty the King," said : 
Your Excellency and gentlemen,- My first 

duty is to thank you for your 
Toa!;L.t. presence here to-day, and my 

second is to submit the toast of 
His Majesty King George for your hearty 
and loyal acceptance. This toast is not 
a mere matter of courtesy-it is an appro
priate duty on an occasion such as this, 
when ·we celebrate the opening of a 
College specially equipped for the educa
tion of youth in the duties that will render; 
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them good Christians, useful citizens, and 
loyal subjects of the King. (Applause). 

The toast of " His Excellency the 
Governor " was submitted by Sir John 
Forrest, who said : My Lord Abbot, your 
Excellency, and gentlemen,-lt affords me 
more pleasure than I can express in words 
to revisit this grand old institution, whose 
progress I have watched for the past 50 
years, and to meet old acquaintances like 
my friend Mr. Jeremiah Clune, who is a 
pioneer of this district. The late Bishop 
Salvado, whose memory we all revere as 
the founder of New Norcia, did some 
noble and strenuous work on behalf of the 
aboriginals of this State, and to-day we 
witness the inauguration of a College 
destined to train the other aboriginals who 
are of a different colour, to be useful 
citizens of their native land. St. Benedict, 
the Patriarch of the Monks of the West 
was born in Norcia in Umbna in 480, and 
here in the wilderness we have a NEW 
Norcia. St. Benedict spent some time at 
Subiaco, and here in the Golden West 
we have also a suburb to perpetuate his 
memory. The Benedictines, true to the 
spirit of their founder, have a rule 
prescribing manual labour as well as 
prayer-not only to make the wilderness 
blossom and fructify, but also to cause the 
minds of the young to expand into intel
lectual fertility . Their motto is to work, 
and not to beg. This magnificent structure 
has been designed to afford educational 
advantages to the rising generation, and to 
teach the young idea the sacredness bf 
hard, persevering work. __ Coming_ to __ the 
toast which . has be~n . entrusted to me,. I 
must, while congratulating His Excellency 
on his promotion to ·the most important 
State Governorship in Australia, express 
regret at his impending departure. It may 
be that circumstances have changed con
siderably since the first years of the Colonial 
Governors, when it used to be said that 
" a dog could not wag its tail without the 
consent of the Governor. " At the same 
time there is no position to which more 
deference is shown. Sir Gerald Strick
land's administration has been remarkable 
for its impartiality and its success amid the 
responsibilities of his exalted office, and the 
best wishes of the people of West A us-

tralia will accompany His Excellency, Lady 
Edeline and family to their new home in 
New South Wales, and we hope that on 
the completion of the Transcontinental 
Railway Sir Gerald will re-visit the State 
in which he is held in such high esteem. 
(Applause.) 

Sir Gerald Strickland, in reply, said : My 
Lord Abbot and gentlemen,-( feel deeply 
touched by the kind words of welcome 
and by Sir John's reference to my wif~ 
and family. I have been accustomed to 
look to Sir John Nith filial reverence as 
long almost as anyone in West Australia. 
It is still fresh in my memory that while an 
undergraduate at Cambridge University I 
had the honor of receiving Sir John and 
Lady Forrest. My sentiments of respect 
~ave m no way diminished through time ; 
m fact, the ?PPOrtunities , of becoming 
acquamted w1th S1r John s statesmanlike 
achievements in this great State have 
enhanced the good impressions then 
formed. His name is treasured wherever 
f~ankness and plain speaking are appre
Ciated. The English nation owes a deep 
debt of gratitude to the order of St. 
Benedict, whose members were the 

RT. REv. MoNSIGNOR B ouRKE. 



pioneers of religion and civiltsation in that 
country where the memory of the Bene
dictines is still held in veneration. While 
rigidly adhering to the ideals of their 
founder, they have in this country carried 
out a noble work in sympathy with the 
needs and instincts of the people. The 
Lord Abbot, who has divested himself of 
his wealth for the good of the New Norcia 
community, has erected this noble building 
by finding the cash first and the bricks after, 
wards, thus showing a good example to 
every administration. We hear a good 
deal nowadays about " unearned in
crement " ; but if the work done by 
the Community from the beginning 
here were appraised at a cash valua
tion, I think the monks and brothers 
would be entitled to more than the 
regulation standard of wages pre
vailing even at the present day. In 
fact, it would be found that the 
members of this institution are the 
most " sweated " collection of human 
beings in the country. Their work 
has been scientific, philanthropic, and 
educational. I notice Str John's reference 
to the abolttton of the office of State 
Governors " as at present established. " 
The loyalty of Australia and the Aus
tralians is a magnificent example, comparing 
most favourably with the loyal devotion of 
any other subjects of the King even in the 
heart of England itself. The liberty and 
prosperity of Australia depend on associa
tion with some great Empire. While in 
all Imperial services the highest posts in 
the army, navy, and diplomatic services
even in the Legislature itself- are equally 
open to Australians and British born, how 
can the people of this country say, " From 
these six posts of State Governorships in 
Australia we will exclude aU but locally 
born?" This would not be an attitude in 
keeping with the traditional loyalty of the 
Australian nation, nor would it be to the 
advantage of the States as a whole. 

Coming back to the toast of m) own 
health, I shall ever treasure fond recollec
tions of my sojourn in this State, and the 
young West Australian addition to the 
Strickland family will be an everlasting 
bond of affectionate remembrance. (Loud 
applause). 

Mr. M. G. Lavan, in proposing the toast 
of " The Federal and State Parliaments," 
said : I deeply appreciate the honour con
ferred on me by inviting me to be present 
on this auspicious occasion, and of aff9rd
ing me an opportunity of carrying out an 
oft-repeated promise to my old friend , Mr. 
Jeremiah Clune. It is certainly a revela 
tion to me to see this stately pile of build
ings, including the new Convent and 
College, and I congratulate His Lordship 
on his enterprise. The boys of to-day are 

RT. H oN. Sm JoHN F oRREST, P.U. , G. C.M.G., 
M.H.R. 

the statesmen of to-morrow, and the train
ing imparted here will make the young 
Australians better Christians and better 
ctttzens. Coming to the toast I have the 
honour to propose, I may say that Sir 
John Forrest is the " Grand Old Man" of 
Federal politics- the Gladstone of the 
West, to whose memory the Fremantle 
harbour and the goldfields water scheme 
will remain as perpetual monuments. I 
must confess I don't know very much about 
politics. I once entered the political arena 
for a very brief period- but my exit was 



rather hurried, (Laughter.) Our Federal 
and State Parliaments are doing a noble 
work in their respective-spheres, and I ask 
you to honour the toast with enthusiasm. 
(Applause.) 

The speeches that followed came 
perilously near the danger line of party 
politics. In the course of his reply, 

Sir John and Sir John, after referring to 
Attorney-General pre-Federation days and the 
Walker in Reply. advent of Federation, said 
it would be possible for great changes to 
take place - changes adverse to any State 
-without the consent of the people of that 
State. The authurities could not alter the 
boundaries of a State without the consent 
of its people, but fundamental principles of 
the Constitution, affecting any one State, 
could be altered without the consent of the 
people of it. He did not propose to deal 
with those proposals in a party spirit, but 
Western Australia was an isolated com
munity, and the people should not do any
thing that would destroy their own powers. 

'l'he Hon. '1'. W ALKEI<. 1\I.L. A . . 
-Attomey General. 

The H on. J. M. D REW, Esq. , M. L . C., 
Colonial Secretary. 
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He hoped, however. that whatever party 
was next in power in the Federal Parlia
ment, the State and Federal Legislatur.es 
would work together, for each had the 
same object in view, i.e. , good government. 
(Hear, hear). 

The Attorney-General (Mr. Walker), 
in reply, paid an eloquent tribute to the 
work of the Benedictine community at 

. New Norcia. It was evident that the 
Lord Abbot was not influenced by the 
word " party, " but here at New Norcia 
they had a ltttle State within a State - self, 
governed, self-contained ; a noble example 
of a Labour Party. (Laughter and. ap
plause.) It was a recognition of the 
sanctity of work- in other words, labour 
--and in the circumstances he (Mr. 
Walker) had no time for party politics. 
(P-..enewed laughter.) He would scorn to 
use party tactics on an occasion like that ; 
he had no need to do it, for the policy of 
his party and the policy of that aggressive 
community at New Norcia were one - it 
was a policy of humanity He could not, 
however, but admire the manner in which 
Sir John Forrest had introduced a con-
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troversial question. Sir John had told 
them to weigh well arguments that would 
be brought before them, and that if they 
had any doubts upon the question to vote 

H. B. L EFROY, M.L.A. 

no." {Laughter.) " But," added Mr. 
Walker, " please take my advice; be
come acquainted with all the facts, study 
them, and don't act in doubt. Make your 
position c~ar, and then go to the poll. 
That is not party advice in any sense of 
the word. " Sir John Forrest, he added, 
had made history- history could not be 
written of Western Australia without 
mention of Sir John's name- {hear, hear) 
- but the Scaddan Government were also 
making history. At this moment all the 
eyes of the world were upon Western 
Australia, watching departures m State 
Government, the ultimate outcome of 
which had to be awaited. But the 
Government were working to see that their 
experiments resulted beneficia lly. 

The Colonial Secretary (Mr. Drew), in 
reply, said the Labour Government had 
endeavoured to fulfil their functions, irre

spective of class or creed. The 
Ben~~;tines history of the Benedictines was 
Ab:~g~~:.. a history of heroic endeavour 

and self-sacrificing labour in 
the cause of humanity. (Applause). 
What they had done for the aborigines of 
this State was probably without parallel in 
the annals of missionary endeavour. The 
Benedictines don't put their hands to the 
plough and look back. (Applause.) 

Monsignor Bourke, of West Perth, in 
proposing the toast of " The Guests," 
said : It is indeed an honour and pleasure 
for me (who am a guest myself) to propose 
this toast. The pri.ncely hospitality of the 
Benedictines ·is proverbial, and when I 
C'\me here last week the Lord Abbot said : 
" You are no guest ; you are one of our
selves." Bishop Torres has the responsi
bility not only of administering the great 
wheat belt, of which New Norcia is the 
centre, but also the Drysdale Aboriginal 
Station in the Nor' -West. Bishop Torres 
is certainly a worker-a man of labour. 
(Applause). 



Mr. Jas. Gardiner, in reply, said: The 
honour is ours, not yours, my Lord, in 
being present here to-day and partaking of 
your generous hospitality, and we hope 
however high your ideals are, your .noble 
ambitions will be more than realised. This 
College is going to supply a long-felt want. 
The young Westralian boys will be given 
a sound intellectual and commercial train
ing, in addition to a utilitarian knowledge 
of agronomics- the science of agricul-
ture. It will be of greater · 
to their young minds to 
how to secure the golden 
Aeece from the 
sheep's back than 
to study the history 
of Jason's legend 
about the ram 
with the golden 
Aeece Aying 
through the air 
to the land of 
the setting sun ; 
and of more 
practical value 
will be the 
knowledge o f 
farming than the 
study of the 
history of Ceres. 
Above all the 
plastic characters 
of the boys will 
be moulded on 
sound Christian 
principles , a 
reverence for God, 
without which no nation 
can become great, a love 
of truth, stability and sturdy 
independence. That the seeds 
of instruction and knowledge which 
you sow in sorrow and anxiety may 
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pliment to the teaching capabilities of the 
Marist Brotherhood. 

As the gathering adjourned a party from 
the Monastery-all skilled violinists - played 
the ' · National Anthem." A presentation 

that His Excellency the Gover
The Opening nor is always likely to cherish Ceremony. ' 

as much for its artistic em-
bellishment as for · the sentiment of the 

wording, was that of an address of 
welcome handed to him on behalf 

of the masters and students of 
the College. The address 

read :- " May it please 
your Excellency,-

Y our distinguished 
presence here to
day confers upon 

us an honour ot 
which we feel 
justly proud, and 
invests our open
ing celebration 
with a dignity 
that claims our 
highest apprecia
tion . Your 
Excellency 1 n 
responding to the 
invitation of His 
L o r d s h i p the 
Bishop pays a 
tribute to one 

whom to honour 
is to fill us all with 
hap p1 ness. An 

occas1on so auspicious 
as this cannot fail to 

evoke the memory of a 
name held in benediction 

here, a name brilliantly inscnbed 
upon the pages of Australian history 

-that of the late illustrious Bishop 
result in a fruitful harvest 
is the wish of every good 

I JAMES GARDINER, Esq. I Salvado, who in great
souled self , forgetfulness 

c1t1zen. The noble work you are doing 
deserves the sympathy and co-operation 
of every man. (Applause.) 

Mr. C. S. Gallagher (President of the 
Marist Brothers ' Old Boys' Association) 
also responded, and paid a high com-

sowed in tears what we now reap in 
joy. With proph~tic insight he singled 
out his successor, and re-lives in the person 
of the revered Bishop Torres. One by 
one the zealous enterprises of the great 
pioneer have been studiously brought to 
perfection, till here, in the wilds of the 
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West. they culminate in this stately college 
pile that might well adorn any city of 
enlightened Europe. There is a deep 
significance m the presence of your Excel
lency on this occasion amidst an array of 
cultured statesmen and scholars. The 
passtng pageant will not fade from 
memory. It is the initial letter illuminating 
in burnished gold and glowing colours the 
first page of our college history, and will 
be to us an abiding incentive to tread the 
nobler paths of life and emulate the merits 
of those who have conferred upon us the 
signal privilege of attending the function of 
to-day. Wishing your Excellency 
heaven's best gifts and the richest 
guerdon our own . generous Australia can 
bestow, we subscribe ourselves, your 
loyal subjects, the masters and students of 
St. lldephonsus' College, New Norcia. 
February 22, 1913. 

Hts Excellency, in returning thanks for 
the address, in the presence of 3. big 

gathering, including the pupils, 
AdEd~!::i':."n~f said it was difficult for children 

. to appreciate, as perhaps they 
would do in after years, the advantages of 
being educated in a College such as they 
had in their midst. Australia was not a 

land of leisure or idleness ; on the contrary, 
it was only by hard work, by study, and 
by taking advantage of sound education, 
that people could advance their positions 
in life. He could not but congratulate the 
community of New Norcia on the erection 
of the fine College, and he was very 
pleased to take advantage of the honoured 
privilege of publicly declaring it open and 
wishing it every prosperity and success. 
(Applause.) 

His Excellency remained at the Monas
tery on Saturday night as the guest of 
Bishop Torres. He attended early Mass 
at 5 o'clock on Sunday morning, and after
wards returned by motor to Perth. 

Though busied with the preparations for 
his impending departure to the East, he 
nevertheless most thoughtfully acknow
ledged by letter his pleasure at the presen
tation of the address to him, and expressed 
his appreciation of the time and care 
expended in its preparation and · illumina
tion. Moreover, shortly after his arrival 
in Sydney to take up his duties as Governor 
of New South Wales, he sent to the 
Brothers at the new College an auto; 
graphed photograph of himself, which is 
reproduced in this magazine. 

T HE N Ew H A N D-BA L L Cou RTS. 



READING THE ADDl{ESS 

PRESENTATION' OF ADDRESS. 

His E xcELLENCY DECLARI NG THE C o LLEGE OPEN. 
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0~~ -{if~ of St. 1H~~p~onsus. 
~'+"~~ ~~==~~ 

A TRON Saints are given 
to us in baptism as ex
emplars not less than 
as protectors. While 
confiding in their 
prayers we should 
endeavour to repro-

duce in our lives the virtues that 
have merited for them their title 
of eternal beatitude. Colleges, 
likewise, are confided to the 
tutelage of saints, that their 
students may emulate their 
virtues and have recourse to 
their intercession. 

With singular fitness St. lldephonsus 
has been chosen Patron of our College. 
The name perpetuates the memory of the 
Very Rev. lldephonsus Bertran, O .S.B., 
the late Prior of the Benedictine Monastery 
of New Norcia, who diffused the 
fragrance of his virtues in this fair field of 
the Church for more than half a century. 

St. lldephonsus was, like the founder of 
the College, by religious profession a Bene
dictine, and, in devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin, .a Marist. As such, the saint 
becomes an appropriate model for those 
who, in the name and under the patronage 
of the Blessed Virgin, impart Catholic 
education to the youth of this College. 

Our saint was born about the year 597, 
of noble family, in Toledo, in a mansion 
overlooking the town. This house after
wards became the property of the Count 
de Orgaz. Centuries later it passed into 
the hands of the Jesuits, who dedicated it 
and the chapel they built beside it, to the 
memory of St. lldephonsus. 

The seventh century may well be called 
a golden age for the Church in Spain. A 
constellation of Doctor-Saints-the brightest 
luminaries of their time-shed the lustre of 

their learning and sanctity upon this era. 
The great St. Isidore was teaching at 
Seville. Thither, from all parts, flocked 
the flower of Spain to slake their thirst for 
knowledge at this great fount of learning. 
Of this distinguished master it was said, as 
of Plato, that the bees dropped their honey 
on his infant lips in presage of his future 
suavity and eloquence. Be this as it may, 
Pope St. Gregory the Great paid his 
wisdom the tribute of calling him the new 
Solomon. 

An incident in the life of St. Isidore is so 
full of practical teaching to youth that we 
cannot forbear giving it here. As a boy 
he grew disheartened at study, and to 
escape it fled from school. Wearied by 
the long journey, he rested near a wayside 
spring, and there noticed how the constant 
dripping of water had drilled a hollow in 
the hard rock. It w as his life-lesson. 
Returning home, he determined, by dint of 
application, to triumph over all difficulties. 
While still a mere youth he acquired a 
wonderful renown for learning, and, 
within a few years of his death, was 
numbered among the Doctors of the 
Universal Church. 

Youth are often under the false impres
sion that saints were born under happy 
stars that beamed brightly upon the dark 
passages of their lives, that they had no 
hardships to contend with ; in a word, 
that the heavenward way was, for them, 
a tessellated path. Of this St. Isidore's 
experience should undeceive them. 

To this celebrated master, then, came 
the youthful lldephonsus, all eagerness in 
the pursuit of wisdom and virtue. It is not 
surprising that under such .favourable 
conditions he attained to eminent sanctity 
and ripe scholarship. 

Few details of St. lldephonsus' school
days have come down to us. He is better 
known by his writings than ·by the 
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incidents of his life. When his course of 
studies at Seville was completed, he 
returned to Toledo, and, in opposition to 
the wishes of family and friends, who in 
their vanity sought the glory of the hour 
rather than the honour of the ages, entered 
the Benedictine Monastery of Agli, located 
in the envi
rons of Tol
edo, and 
placed under 
the patron
age of SS. 
Cosmas and 
Damian. In 
this home of 
prayer and 
study the 
saint acquir, 
ed still higher 
virtue and 
knowledge. 

About the 
year 630 he 
was ordain
ed by St. 
Helladi us, 
Ar chbishop 
of Toledo. 
Some years 
later, at the 
death of the 
Abbot Ade
odatus, he 
was elected 
Abbot, and 
as such as
sisted at the 
8th and 9th 
sessions of 
the Council 
of Toledo 
(653 a n d 
655). At 
this Council 
he formu-

Archbishop of Toledo. His zeal for the 
honour of the Blessed Virgin found expres
sion in a masterly work which he wrote 
in condemnation of the heresy of Helvidius 
and Jovinianus, who denied the perpetual 
virginity of our Lady. 

By th1s learned and exhausnve treatise 
and hi s 
glowing elo
quence he 
effectually 
extirpated 
the quitch of 
heresy and 
planted in its 
stead that 
filial devotion 
to the Virgin 
of Virgins 
which is one 
of the glories 
of the 
S pan i s h 
Church. 

Nor was 
our Lady 
s low 1n 

lated t h e The bte Very R ev. l LUEP HO!<SUS BERTI<AI' , O.S.B. 

acknowledg
ing the zeal 
of her loyal 
serva nt . 
C err ateuse, 
an historian 
of the time, 
relates that 
as the Arch~ 
bishop 
entered his 
Cathedral 
for Matins 
on the Feast 
of the An
nun ciat ion, 
our Lady 
appeared to 
him s ur , 
rounded by 
a choir of pet1t1on for 

the institution of the Feast of the 
Expectation of our Lady. All the lessons 
of the Second Nocturn in the Divine office 
for this feast are taken from the writings 
of our saint. 

In 659 St. lldephonsus was chosen 

Virgins. enthroned in glory and holding in 
her hands the book he had written in her 
defence. She thanked him for all he had 
done in her honour, and in gra titude 
bestow ed upon him a beautiful chasuble. 
This precious gift is venerated in the 



Sacristy of the Cathedral of Oviedo, 
having been translated there on account of 
the Saracen invasion of 714 . 

Once again, and now in public, according 
to Cyxilla, Heaven set its seal upon the 
sanctity and devotion of our Saint. He 
had long searched for the tomb of St. 
Leocadia, Virgin- Martyr of Toledo. On 
her feast the holy martyr appeared while 
St. lldephonsus was celebrating Mass in 
the presence of King Reccesvinth and his 
court, the clergy and the people of Toledo, 
and revealed to the saint the resting-place 
of her relics. She extolled his ardour for 
the honour of our Lady in these words : 
" 0 ldelphonsus, through thee doth live our 
Lady Queen who holds the heights of 
heaven" With one accord the clergy 
intoned "Alleluia"· and added a canticle 
the Saint had previously composed in our 
Lady's honour : " Speciosa facta es, alleluia, 
et odor tuus velut balsamum non mixtum." 

Aware of the Saint's exalted idea of the 
sanctity of the Blessed Virgin, it does not 
astonish us to know that during his episco
pate in Toledo he instituted the Feast of 
·the Immaculate Conception in that diocese, 
and wrote the Mass and Office proper to 
the Feast. This goes to show us that 
belief in this mystery, now happily a dogma 
'of Faith, is not a growth of yester-year, but 
existed in the Church from the earliest 
ages. 

It would be difficult to describe the 
beauty and unction of the writings of this 
Father and Doctor of the Church in Spain . 
Most of his works treat of the Blessed 
Virgin, but besides these there are many 
others on various subjects which reveal the 
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diversity and profundity of his knowledge. 
The originals are all in Latin, but were 
translated into Spanish by Senor Perugo in 
1873 

The following little prayer of the Saint 
is a gem from a casket of many others :-

" 0 Virgin Mother of God, grant me to 
cling to thee, to wait on thy Lord and 
thee, to serve thy Lord and thee ; Him as 
my Maker, thee as the Mother of my 
Maker, Him as the Lord of Hosts, thee 
as the handmaid of the Lord ; Him as my 
God thee as the Mother of my God " 

This beautiful prayer is a compendium 
of Catholic teaching on devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin worthy of both saint and 
theologian. It sets forth in unmistakable 
terms the supremacy of our worship of 
God and the subordinate honour we render 
our Blessed Lady. 

The loving veneration bestowed upon 
her redounds to the glory of her Creator. 
The sun shines of its own intrinsic light ; 
the moon's mild radiance is but the reflex 
of that resplendent orb ; the waters of the 
glassy lake mirror the eternal hills, and the 
music of the Creator's voice finds its 
sweetest echo in the soft, sweet cadences 
of a greateful creature's " Magnificat," 

According to the most approved author , 
ity, St. lldephonsus died at the age of 72 in 
the ninth year of his episcopate in Toledo, 
on the 23rd January, 669 . His body was 
buried in the Basalica of St. Leocadia, but 
on the invasion of the Arabs was translated 
to Zamora, where it is still venerated in 
union with the relics of St. Atilaus, the 
Patron of the diocese of Zamora. 

0 
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HE College sometimes has 
visitors who come neither 
by rail nor coach, and of 
wh_ose easy approach the 
greatest wonders in aero
plane movement are but a 

laboured, distant imitation. They alight 
on tree, or fence, or cornice,-just as it suits 
them, pour out their happy greeting, and 
fly off to the bush again. Naturally enough, 
most of the birds frequent the hills or the 
river banks rather than a playground full of 
boyish activity ; but they do not entirely 
neglect us. 

For many weeks on the clear, crisp days 
of winter, three little W agtctils hovered 
about the arches and sills of the College 
windows. .They used to remain nearly 
all day, diverting themselves with great 
glee. They asked no invitation, but were 
sure they were welcome. Very soon they 
were so trustful that they would not fly 
from the path of a passer-by, but just run 
aside a few feet, and go on with their 
sport. Their conscious safety was no 
small compliment to a College of a hundred 
boys,-and plenty of sto':es about. 

One cold morning one of them entered 
my room, and was soon busying himself 
with the half-dormant flies clinging to the 
ceiling. He used to pick them off with 
great skill, sometimes poising in just the 
right spot, at other times pressing his tiny 
delicate feet .against a side wall to secure 
enough spring· to reach the cherished 
morsel. Then, breakfast over, Willy 
perched a moment on a ventilator, an·d 
having, in his soft, liquid voice, chirped a 
' Good morning," he . darted out the 

vvindow. But he was back again the 
next day. 

Ji 

As spring came on, all three left us. 
They had important duties elsewhere ; for 
birds, any more than boys, cannot play 
always. Before long they were seriously 
engaged at their nests : pleasant work, no 
doubt, but work always is a joy when 
one 's heart goes into it. Now and then 
we get a " wireless message " from a tree 
on the hill : " All going well ; will be back 
later." 

It is whispered that in idle moments 
Willy can be a great tease to bigger birds, 
and with a few companions amuse himself 
at the expense of others. Perhaps this is a 
practice not altogether unknown among 
boys, but it must be admitted that they are 
not then seen at their best. 

The first Swallows also called on us. 
But it was only a passing visit. They 
built no nests. Their summer mission was 
to more southern climes than ours. 
Occasionally one sought the shade of an 
inner room at the College. But they are 
at a disadvantage fluttering round a narrow 
room. They love the great open sky, 
where, with tiny bodies resting on their 
broad powerful wings, they sweep along, 
solving the problems of space, and drinking 
in fresh life and vigour from every distance 
left behind. There has always been 
something peculiarly attractive to the 
feelings of man in the idea of rapid flight 
through the air. How often the wearied 
spirit has longed that, unfettered by weight, 
it might rise above the turmoil of Ruman 
strife and passion, and glide through the 
regions of light. Perhaps it is but an 
instinct of the future state of the glorified 
body. And so when we paint Angels, 
we put wings upon them shining in the 
golden glow of sunset, and we think 
what beautiful beings they are, so gentle, 
so swift, so strong. 
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Other little friends more timid greet us 
from their sheltered spots near by. The 
shrill cry of the Pewhit rises up from the 
river banks ; for he, very wisely, dwells 
where material for his nest is near at 
hand. In the early morning " Whitto " 
calls out from the trees on the pretty 
slope that rises up at the northern side 
of the College grounds. If his note is 
not varied, at least it is always sweet. 
The Parrots, whose beauty is neither in 
flight nor in song, but in colour, have 
not yet visited us. 

I must confess that " Caw, Caw " 
often sounds on the western hill that 
adjoins the playground No one has a 
good word for the Crow, and in the 
face of prejudice it might be useless to 
plead for him. He is blamed in every
thing, even in the instinct that warns 
him that he is safest out of reach of the 
gun. Yet if he is a thief. he has no 
pretensions to be thought otherwise. He 
loiters round, and, the prize once secured, 
shoots off in guilty flight. But no one 
will deny him a glossy, shining coat ; 
never a spot on it ; never a feather dis
arranged. And well he might be particular 
about this, for he has high connections to 
maintain. The beautiful Bird of Paradise, 
so much admired, and which one of our 
Art pupils this year has so nicely painted on 
satin, is of the Crow family. And though 
he is a carrion bird, his personal cleanliness 
is unquestioned. A daily bath, even in the 
coldest weather, is part of his toilet, at any 
rate when in captivity. But it might not 
be well to examine his private life too 
closely. Why he waits until the young 
wheat shoots and then pulls up the grain, 
the farmer well knows ; and I fear it is not 
admiration of his feathered cousins that 
makes him haunt the poultry yard so 
persistently. 

W .e have the dear old Magpie also. 
Fearless and independent he walks around 
the grounds in a lordly manner, indignant 
if his right of trespass is called in question. 
From dawn until sunrise he is at h is best ; 
and the rich full warble seems never to 
tire. Is not the glad burst of song with 
which the birds greet the morn, Nature's 
prayer of pra ise and trust in its Creator? 

Of course we had a visit from a Cuckoo, 
(though some people call this bird by a 
different name). It is sometimes objected 
that it is lazy, and that it takes other birds' 
nests. But I feel for it only sympathy. 
Nature has not been kind to it. She has 
never taught it how to make a nest ; and 
so it is homeless. The joy the others feel. 
as in twittering gaiety, they construct their 
cosy dwellings among the leaves, it does not 
share. Nor the glad delight with which 
they guard and rear their young. Its own 
little ones it never knows. Queen Nature 
sends it forth as her Messenger that spring 
has come, and that the birds may safely 
build their nests. But she decrees that 
they must tend its young while it hurries 
on to announce the glad tidings elsewhere. 
Then they chase and annoy the messenger. 
And so in continual spring it leads a very 
worried life. Its piping, plaintive note 
seems to tell this too. And often in the 
quiet night the woods resound with its 
call, and it wakes the little sleepers with 
their heads beneath their wings, and bids 
them hearken to the message of their 
qu~en. 

I wonder is it with men as w1th birds : 
that those who would make life one long 
day of pleasure are sure to be disappointed. 
I think so ; and they alone who can cheer
fully bear with the grey autumn of faded 
hopes, and the chill winter of deeper sor
rows, may expect the alternating spring of 
fresh happiness. Especially must it be so 
in regard to the Eternal Spring, which we 
must reach, as the Apostle tells us in the 
kind language of simple truth, " through 
many tribulations. " 

The warm, spring mornings had 
the least touch of summer in them, 
when a sweet voice overhead announced 
a· v ery welcome arrival. The Lark, 
whose song alike inspires the poet and 
cheers the toiler, honoured us with its pre
sence. And though we heard it every 
morning, we saw it but seldom. However, 
in this case the hearing was more than the 
seeing. The attraction is not so much in 
the little brown form that runs so briskly 
over clod and gravel as· in the rich music 
that floods the air. How like a prayer 1s 
the song of a lark, as it rises up from the 
earth, fills the sky, and returns again in 



blessing. And the bird that dwells in the 
lowliest spot it can find, mounts up nearest 
to Heaven, unconsciously recalling to us 
the sweet truth that men who live in the 
lowly thought of their own nothingness 
will be exalted in the highest Heaven. 

Birds speak in a language interpreted 
rather by the ear of sympathy than the 
skill of the naturalist. We know their cry 
of alarm, rising to terror, or even to des
peration, when the defence of their young 
is involved. Different again is the warning 
acquainting one another that danger is at 
hand. Then there is the lament of grief, 
almost a moan, that tells that robber hands 
have been laid upon their nests. Even 
bird-life has its excitements wherein we 
may recognise the challenge to combat and 
the shout of victory. They summon and 
greet each other, and converse gaily at 
their daily occupations. In pleading tones 
the weaker tell their needs, and even 
murmur their content when their wants 
have been relieved. I have known a tame 
bird that, in the comparative freedom of 
the garden, managed its own affairs with 
much independence. come right into the 
house when it was sick, and cry out quite 
piteously and repeatedly, as though it said , 
"Can you not help me?" Their speech 
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at play is light and animated as their move
ments. 

And yet after all we are most familiar 
with the voices of the birds in their daily 
songs. They have no grievances ; they are 
at peace with everyone; God is very good 
to them, and they must proclaim it to all. 
Their little hearts are full of happiness, 
and they would burst if the joy were pent 
up there. So they must pour it out in 
glad song to make the world around them 
bright and happy too. How different our 
earth would become if suddenly every bird 
were silenced. 

To the birds more than to any other 
part of Nature, the great Teacher often 
turned men 's thoughts; and from their 
sheltering wings guarding the little ones 
beneath, H e drew one of the sweetest 
images of His own Divine protection over 
His children : " How often would I have 
gathered thy children, 3.S the bird does 
her brood beneath her wing. " No won
der he often referred to the birds. 
Their absence of all concern about the 
future is to us a daily lesson of trust in 
our H eavenly Father ; and if we but 
learn that lesson faithfully, time and 
eternity alike will be w ell provided for. 

T H E ARCADE. 
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EW NORCIA has been 

much talked of during 
the year now drawing 
to its close, and it will 
amply repay the travel
ler who makes the 
journey from Perth-
80 miles by rail and 15 
by coach-by bringing 

before him much that is instructive, highly 
interesting, and pleasing to his Australian 
patriotism. He comes upon the quiet 
settlement m its isolation so suddenly that 
the sight is impressed upon his memory. 
He beholds the quaint little Cathedral, the 
compact but spacious Monastery, the 
magnificient collegiate institutions, one of 
thein recalling almost forgotten pictures 
of " Old Spain." He will not1ce colleges 
for the native children, one a handsome 
structure in brick, the other a legacy of 
of the early times when slabs and mortar 
were richness itself: " Is this the New 
Norcia about which I have read and 
heard so much ? " How comes the name 
New Norcia ? It has the fragrance of 
other climes. Well may he say so. It is 
a name famous in Italian history and in 
the history of the Church during more 
than 1400 years, and as the name so well 
known to West Australians, carries him 
back over the centuries he is keen to learn 
what has made Norcia so famous. 
On glancing into history he becomes 
acquainted with the last scion of the 
house of Nursia, who under the name of 
Benedict, was founder of an Order still 
existing in every land, fresh and vigorous, 
despite its weight of years, achieving great 
work here in West Australia as it did 
years ago in N ew South Wales, and as 
it has since its foundation, achieved in 
every age of the Church's history, and 
is, which to-day as bright a jewel as any 
in the Church's glorious crown. 

As our traveller is lost in bewilderment 
at the flood of knowledge opened up to 
him by the mention of the name of St. 
Benedict, we shall try to marshal a few 
facts which may serve to assist him in 
forming even a faint idea of what 
Christian civilisation in all lands, and what 
we here in West Australia in particular, 
owe to the black-robed sons of St. 
Benedict. 

St. Benedict was born in the year 480, 
of noble parents, being on his mother's 
side the last scion of the lords of 
Nursia, a town of Sabine. The period 
at which our saint was born stands 
as one of the most calamitous in the his
tory both of Church and State. The 
R.oman Empire, after lasting through so 
many centuries, was being trampled in the 
dust by the savage hordes who were 
rushing in upon her from the North. The 
time of the Caesars had well-nigh reached 
its close in the West, whilst in Constanti
nople the empire was rent by the factions 
of the rivals for the throne.. The Church 
did not escape the general confusion of 
the time. "Never," as Montalembert says, 
"was the Church more affected with 
heresy, schisms, and divisions. In a ll the 
ancient Roman world there did not exist a 
prince who was not either a pagan, an 
Arian, or a Eutychian. The monastic 
institution, after having g1ven so many 
doctors and saints to the Church in the 
East, was drifting towards that descent 
which it was doomed never to re-ascend, 
and even in the W estern monastic life 
symptoms of premature decay were ap
pearing. In a word, all those countnes 
into which the first disciples of Jesus 
Christ had carried the faith had fallen a 
prey to barbarism, and most frequently to 
a barbarism which the Arian heresy em
ployed as an instrument of 1ts hatred 
against the Church." 
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Benedict had hardly reached the age of 
14 years when he determined to seek -after -
the joys of Heaven ; ·so, renouncing all the 
world offered him, he made his way 
through the wtld gorges and over the 
almost inaccessible htlls vVhich form portion 
of the Apen
nines until he 
came to that 
dark and 

Near by hts cave grew the briers in 
which he rolled his· naked body to 
quench the infernal fire V\(hich tempted 
him so sorely during the first years of his 
sojourn in the mountains. St. Francis of 
Assisi, when visiting Subiaco about seven 

hundred 
years later, 
prostrated 
himself be
fore the 
bners, kissed 
them, and 
made over 
them the 
Sign of the 
-Cross, and 
immediate I y 
the briers 
were trans
formed into 
beautiful 
roses. On 
the spot 
hallowed by 
St. Benedict 
stands the 
celebrated 
monastery of 
the ., Sacro 
S p e co:· 
which forms 
a series of 
twelve sanc
tuaries built 
one over the 
other with 
t he stern 
mountain 
forming a 
background. 
This was 
the cradle of 
Western 
M onasticism 
Montalem-

narrow cave 
which under 
the name of 
Subiaco 
sends a thrill 
of pride and 
exultation 
through 
every Catho
lic heart. On 
his journey 
through the 
ru 'gged 
mountains he 
met the 
monk Rom
anus, ·who 
gave him of 
his generos
ity a hair
cloth shirt 
and a mon
astic dress 
made of 
skins, and 
afterwards 
carried him 
d a il y his 
scanty food 
-a loaf of 
bread 
which had 
to be let 
down by a 
cord, as the 
elder monk 
was unable 
to · make the 
descent. 
Here ·Bene

The Brier-thicket of St. Benedict converted into a Garden of Roses bert speaks 
by St. Francis of Assisi at the "Sacro Speco," t h u s elo-

Subi;wo, Italy. quently of 

dict lived for three years until discovered 
by some shepherds. They _ thought him 
hardly human, but his beautiful words so 
inflamed their hearts that they w ere soon 
convinced he was a servant of God. 

. the grotto : 
It was from this tomb where the delicate 
son of the last patricians of Rome buried 
himself alive, that the definite form of 
monastic life was born. From this cavern 
and the thicket of thorns have issued 
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legions of Saints and Monks whose 
devotion has won for the Church her 
greatest conquests and purest glories. 
From this fountain has gushed the 
inexhaustible current of religious zeal 
and fervour. From this sanctuary has 
issued, with the rule and institution of St. 
Benedict, the flower of Christian civilisation, 
the permanent victory of the soul over the 
flesh ; the intellectual enfranchisement · of 
Europe, and all that charm and grandeur 
which the spirit of sacrifice, regulated by 
faith, adds to knowledge, labour, and 
VIrtue." 

St. Benedict is regarded as the father of 
Western Monasticism, which shows that 
his matured conceptiop of the religious life 
was in its main • features totally distinct 
from the Monasticism of the East coming 
down from St. Anthony and St. Pachomius, 
whose disciples peopled with solitaries the 
Egyptian and Theban deserts. The 
histones of these wonderful men .fill us 
with admiration at the marvellous and 
almost superhuman achievements they 
accomplished in the way of mortification. 
A writer in the Catholic Encyclopedia 
speaks of them as spiritual athletes each 
striving in the spirit of self-sacrifice to 
surpass the others in the way of austerity. 
The mode of life followed by the monks 
of St. Anthony was eremitical, whilst that 
followed by St. Pachom1us and his disciples 
approched nearer to the cenobitical. though 
not with ·the same completeness as was 
insisted upon by St. Benedict. Each monk 
·in the older monasticism, whilst obeying 
the rule of some Superior, was free in the 
matter of bodily mortification, and thus 
each had liberty to practise penance as the 
Holy Spirit inclined him. 

St. Basil, who organised Greek Monas
ticism, set himself against the eremitical 
life and insisted upon a rule, with meals, 
work, and prayer all in common. With 
him the practice of a usterity was to be 
subject to the control of the Superior, for 
he considered that to wear out the body 
by excessive austerities was a misconcep
tion of the Scripture precept of penance 
and mortification. 

The spirit of Eastern Monasticism as 
seen in its eremitical aspect had found its 
way into the W est, and so when Bene-
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diet determined, at the age of 14, to leave 
the world, he followed the manner of life 
as outlined for him by the examples of 
many holy men, and thus sought to work 
out his santification far from the: haunts of 
men in the deep recesses of the mountain. 
But Providence had other designs upon the 
young anchorite, and as the shepherds on 
that ever-memorable Christmas night came 
to seek and then make known the new> 
born Babe in Bethlehem's Cave, so were 
shepherds, toiling at their work among the 
fastnesses of the Appennines, to be the 
instruments of making Benedict and his 
sanctity known to his fellow men, who 
then flocked to him in great numbers, 
attracted by his virtues and his miracles. 
He was compelled to establish in the 
neighbourhood of his own retreat twelve 
monasteries, each w1th twelve monks. 
Others he kept with himself to train in the 
Religious Life that they might be fashioned 
and formed, and so prepared to go forth 
and form others in the true spirit of their 
Founder. 

Benedict being now surrounded by dis
ciples, it was necessary that he should give 
them a rule of life, though he did not give 
them until many years later the Rule with 
wh1ch his name is associated. The work 
he had achieved in Subiaco, and its suc
cess, had roused the enmity of the wicked, 
and nothing was left undone to destroy 
the virtue of the saintly young men 
gathered in his monasteries. Seeing that 
wickedness spread its snares openly in 
Subiaco, he resolved upon leaving his old 
home, and seeking safe retreat, which he 
found in Monte Cassino, where he com
posed his Rule of Work and Prayer that 
has made the foundation of almost every 
religious code written since his time. As 
a rule was of paramount importance, he 
set himself to consider carefully what was 
most suitable to the times and circumstances 
in which he lived. Being fully cognisant 
that the Egyptian system would not meet 
his requirements he struck out on a new 
line, and, instead of attempting to revivify 
the old forms of asceticism, he consoli
dated the cenobitical life, emphasised the 
family spirit, and discouraged all priva te 
venture in austerities. Rivalry in these 
matters ceased to exist, and the monk was 
taught to sink his individuality in the com-



munity. On his work of adapting Eastern 
Monasticism to Western conditions, the 
Catholic Encyclopedia says he gave it 
coherence, stability, and organization, and 
the verdict of history is unanimous in ap
plauding the results of such adaptation. 
The same authority says of this R-.ule that 
its first striking characteristic is one of 
wonderful discretion and moderation, its 
extreme reasonableness. and its keen in
sight into the capabilities as well as the 
weaknesses of human nature. Here are 
no excesses. no extraordinary asceticism, 

lowers to carry the faith a:mong the bar' 
barians who had overrun the Roman 
Empire and settled themselves by right of 
conquest in its fairest provinces. Some 
historians would have us believe that St. 
Placid introduced the BenediCtine rule into 
Sicily in 536, and St. Maurus made it 
known in Gaul in 543. We are not now 
concerned with these labors, as space is 
limited, but we may be permitted to notice 
what England owes to the Benedictines 
within the century in which the Founder 
passed to his reward. 

THE MoNASTERY oF THE "SAu Ro SrEc o," SuBIAc o, I TALL 

no narrow-mindedism, but rather a series 
of sober regulations based upon sound 
common-sense. 

St. Benedict came to Monte Cassino in 
529, and some writers say he there com; 
posed his rule in 530, and during the next 
13 years labored in the formation of those 
who had gathered round him, and to 
whom his work after his death in 543 
must be entrusted. W e have no evidence 
to point that St. Benedict w ished his fol-

The name of St. Gregory the Great will 
a lways bring tender memories to the minds 
of Englishmen as well as to the Benedic
tines, recalling to the former how this 
great Pontiff drew the Anglo-Saxon race 
from the depths of paganism, while to 
the Benedictine it brings before him the 
first of his brethren in Religion called to 
guide the barque of Peter. Gregory was 
of noble family, but, resolving to embrace 
the monastic life, he converted his palace 
on the Coelian Hill into a monastery 



dedicated to St. Andrew, and out from its 
walls went Augustine and his companions 
to win England to the faith of Christ. 
Everyone knows how one day whilst 
walking in the market , place of Rome 
Gregory beheld some beautiful fair-haired 
children offered for sale. His tender 
heart was touched. Of what race are 
they ? he asked. They are Angles ! 
Worthy indeed to be Angels of God ! 
said he ; and of what province ? Of 
Deira was the reply. Truly must we 
rescue them from the wra th of God. 
And what is the name of their king ? 
He is called Ella. It is well said Gregory; 
Alleluia must be sung in their land to God.· 

This is no emotional feeling on the part 
of the holy priest. as we find him hastening 
to the Sovereign Pontiff, and begging him to 
send missionaries into the island of Britam, 
and even praying to be a llowed to depart 
himself for that distant mission. The Pope 
granted his request, and so Gregory set 
out, to the great sorrow and amid the 
tears and lamentations of . the Roman 
people, who unable to restrain their grief, 
surrounded the Pope as he went to St. 
Peter's and constrained him to order the 
recall of their beloved priest ; and so was 
Gregory forcibly brought back to Rome 
by the Pope's messengers, who overtook 
him at three days' journey from the city. 
Thus opposed in his wish to bring the 
faith to Britian, we shall see the desire 
was only waiting the suitable moment to 
bring about its realisation. Pope Pelagius 
II. died in 590, and by the unanimous voice 
of Clergy, Sena te, and people Gregory 
found himtelf called to guide the destines 
of the Church. He had now the 
opportunity so long sighed for, and to the 
work he set his hand in earnest. From 
his own monastery the missionery band 
bade P-..ome fare vVell in 595 and journeyed 
slowly across France, leaving behind them 
at a ll resting-places the traditions of their 
rule, which now for the fi rst time was 
made known in lands outside of Italy. 
They landed in Britain in 597, when 
Ethelbert ruled in Kent. He received 
the m1ss1onaries m a generous man
ner, extended to them perm1ss1on 
to preach the Faith , which he vyith 
many of his nobles accepted after a 
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short time. Augustine set up his see at 
Canterbury, where likewise he founded 
a Benedictine monastery, the first of many 
which soon sprang into existence as up 
and down the island the faith spread with 
astonishing rapidity, through the efforts of 
the Benedictines, who were so closely 
allied with the Church that the history of 
the Benedictine Order is the history of the 
Church in England. The Benedictines 
have given many illustrious saints, scholars, 
and statesmen to the early English Church, 
as the names of Wilfred, Dunstan, Bede, 
Benedict, Biscop, Lanfranc, and Anselm 
testify. 

As Britain had embraced the faith 
whole-heartedly, so were her sons destined 
to bear the Divine blessings to nations yet 
in the darkness of unbelief. Germany 
owed its evangelisation to English Bene
dictines Sts. Willibroad and Boniface, who 
laboured there in the 7th and 8th centuries, 
and founded several celebrated abbeys. 
St. Boniface with 52 companions bore 
witness to the faith at the hands of the 
heathens in 754. From Germany Chris
tianity and Benedictine monasticism spread 
hand in hand over the Kmgdoms of 
Denmark and Scandinavia and even to 
Iceland and beyond to Greenland and the 
land of the Eskimo. 

It would be impossible to even mention 
the great works accomplished by the 
Benedictines, whether we view them in 
the light of schola rs, teachers, writers, 
missionaries, or statesmen. Through 
centuries they not only kept the faith 
burning brighdy, but preserved learning 
when the barbarian hordes were carrying 
ruin and desolation over the land. " They 
withstood," a s C ardinal Newman says, 
"a Aood of barbarism, and after its 
calamities renewed the face of the earth." 
H e pays them a further beautiful tribute in 
his historical sketches. " H aving more a t 
heart the general welfare of the Church 
than the narrower interests of their own 
Order, the Benedictines have never failed 
to part with their best and most learned 
men whenever the common good required 
tha t the delightful peace of the cloister 
should be exchanged for the a rduous 
governmeilt of the C hurch. Thus the 
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Order of St. Benedict has given to the 
Church 46 Popes, 200 Cardinals, 51 Patri
acrhs, 22 ,000 Archbishops and Bishops, 
whilst it reckons· on its roll of Blessed Souls 
over 50,000 gloriou3 Saints. " 

BENEDICTINES IN AUSTRALIA 

We have seen in the previous section 
how, when England was won to Christi 
anity by St. Augustine. she became in turn 
a nursery of Saints and Missionaries who 
by thetr teaching and example brought 
other nations to' the feet of the Saviour. 
As in the 7th, 8th, and 9th centuries the 
English Benedictines went forth to conquer 
the nations of Northern Europe, so in the 
I 9th century do we see the same Order 
sending her sons away to the lands under 
the Southern Cross to bring blessings of 
peace and religion to many who were 
surrounded by a darkness and depravity 
which has no parallel in the pages of 
htstory. Yes, Australia owes much to the 
gentle ways and scholarly learning of the 
English Benedictines who laboured so 
generously and successfully in laying deep 
and broad the foundations of the now 
flourishing Church in Australia. It is 
interesting to note how the Benedictines 
came to accept the responsibility of tending 
and fostering the light of Catholicity which 
has been implanted in this land by many 
an Irish convict, sent to extle and death in 
Botany Bay,· there to pay the penalty of 
having striven to win independence for his 
native land. These heroes of our race 
carried with them the Old ·Faith which 
had come with never a break since the 
time when the Great Apostle St. Patrick 
brought the Irish nation to the light of 
Christianity. Providence watched over 
these unhappy exiles, as among their 
number were to be found several of 
Christ's anointed, and we may be sure that 
they found many an occasion of ministering 
to the spiritual needs of their fellow
prisoners, even though their religion was 
forbidden by the Government. This state 
of affairs lasted until the year 181 7, when 
Rev. Fr. O 'Fiynn landed in Sydney with 
full powers to see to the needs of the 
Catholics. This was more than the 
Governor and his friends could abide, and 
they raised the petty objection that Father 

O 'Flynn had not the necessary Govern
ment commission to exercise his mtntstry, 
so he was ordered to leave the 
Colony, which he accordingly did on 
November 14th, 1817. after spending 14 
weeks among his distressed co-religionists, 
who revered him on account of his gentle 
nature and his sweet and eloquent flow of 
Irish. No one can defend the harsh act 
of Macquarie and his council ; but, as is 
often the case, the malice of the wicked 
only serves to defeat their own purpose ; 
and thus it proved in Father O'Flynn's 
case, for the matter of hts treatment at the 
hands of the British authorities in Sydney 
led to an enquiry in the House of Com
mons, with the result that the English 
Government decided to send out two 
Catholic chaplains with full powers to 
minister to the Catholic population, free 
and bond, in New South Wales.' The 
year following Father O 'Fiynn's return 
from Sydney saw the Cape of Good Hope 
erected into a Vicariate entrusted to the 
English Benedictines. This appointment 
was so far so good, but the English 
Government raised difficulties in regard to 
Mauritius, which island had been taken 
from France during the wars with 
Napoleon, and has been an English settle
ment since 1810. In spiritual matters it 
was subject to the Archbishop of Paris, an 
arrangement that must, sooner or later, 
cause trouble ; and so the English Govern
ment asked that Mauritius should form 
with the Cape of Good Hope the 
Vicariate under the jurisdiction of Bishop 
Slater, O.S.B., and accordidgly the Holy 
See by brief dated I lth March, 1819, 
withdrew Mauritius from the Archbishop 
of Paris, and extended Bishop Slater's 
power, thus making him Vicar Apostolic 
of the Cape of Good Hope, Mauritius, 
Madagascar, and New Holland, with the 
islands adjacent thereto. We have now 
to see how the Benedictines took up the 
work ; how a succession of Bishops and 
Priests in Australia, emanating from that 
Congregation, evolved order out of chaos, 
and, after a labour of fifty years, saw a 
well-organised Church pass from their 
hands to the ordinary hierarchy of the 
Church. This work was a stupendous 
one, and shed, as Dom. Birt, O .S.B., has it, 
a lustre on their Order and on St. Gregory 's 



Monastery, Downside, which trained them. 
Their work was well done, as is testified 
by the flourishing Australian Church to
day; and it should serve as an encourage
ment to others to go and do likewise. 

Authority had no sooner passed into 
Bishop Slater's hands than we find him 
making preparations to send priests to 
Sydney, where the deplorable state of the 
Catholics had come under public notice. 
Two volunteers were soon forthcoming : 
Rev. Father Philip Conolly and Rev. John 
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hearted Father Therry threw himself into 
the work with an energy which endeared 
him to the Catholics, but which drew 
down upon him the displeasure of the 
authorities. The first question was that 
of a church. A public meeting was called in 
July, 1820, and on the 29th October, 1821 , 
Governor Macquarie laid the first stone of 
old St. Mary's, which was the pride of the 
Catholics of Sydney, and around which 
many fond memories clung. It was des
troyed by fire on the feast of Sts. Peter and 
Paul. 1865. It has been replaced by the 
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Joseph Therry. Bishop Slater accepted 
them, gave··;them the necessary faculties , 
and, the British Government having ap
portioned them the small salary of £I 00 a 
year each, they set sail from Cork on the 
5th December, 181 9, and arrived in 
Sydney on the 3rd March 1820, which 
date marks the beginning of a permanent 
priesthood on our island continent. 

The two priests found abundant work 
ready to hand, and the energetic and lion-

magnificent Gothic structure so closely 
associated with the names of Archbishop 
Polding and Vaughan, as well as many 
others of the sons of St. Benedict. 

Father Therry was soon left alone in 
New South Wales, as Father Conolly had 
gone to Tasmania. The vineyard was 
vast and labourers few indeed. Bishop 
Slater sent out Father Power in 1826, 
Father Dowling in 1829, and lastly in 1832 
he ad~ed Father John McEnroe, who 
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proved such a valued worker in the infant 
Church. Bishop Slater shortly after this 
resigned his extensive charge, which was 
entrusted to Bishop Morris, O .S.B., who 
in 1833 appointed Father Ullathorne, O .S.B. 
as his Viscar-General in New Holland. 
With Father Ullathorne opens the long 
line of illustrious Benedictines - English or 
Spanish- whose lives shed glory on the 
Australian Church. Father Ullathorne 
found the Church suffering from the 
scarcity of priests , but he did all in his 
power to remedy the state of affairs , and 
to his urgent and repeated appeals is due 
the severance of New South Wales from 
the jurisdiction of Mauritius and the 
selection of the Right Rev. Dr. Polding, 
O .S.B. as the first Bishop of Australia. 
The question of a Bishop had first been 
mooted by Father McEnroe shortly after 
arrival in 1832 as necessary to give stability 
to the work, but it was not until May 1843 
that the appointment was made, and the 
choice fell upon the saintly and gentle 
Master of Novices from Downside, of 
whom Cardinal Moran thus spoke at 
Subiaco, Sydney, in 191 0 : ·' The Sisters 
were to be specially congratulated on 
having that beautiful sanctuary as a 
memorial to the illustrious Bishop who 
blessed the foundations of the Church in 
Australia, and whose name would for 
ever be associated with the first triumphs 
and the firs t fruit of that splendid vine that 
the Divine Master had planted in this 
great land. A great future awaited Holy 
Church in this favoured country, but no 
matter how the Church might flourish and 
spread its branches, they must bear in 
mind that the first Bishop who blessed the 
little seed planted in what seemed to be an 
uncongenial soil was a devoted son of St. 
Benedict, and in the ways of Providence 
no better selection could have been made 
than that the illustrious Dr. Polding should 
have been sent here by the successor 
of St. Peter to link the Australian Church 
with the See of St. Peter, with· the rock 
on which our SaviotJr founded his Church. 

On· the 29th June, 1834, Dr. Polding 
received Episcopal consecration, and Aus
tralia had its first Bishop, who set himself 
to vVork out the conversion of Australia 
on the same lines as St. Augustine 

did that of England many centuries 
before by bringing under the gaze of the 
colonists the beauty of Religion as ex
emplified in the lives of the members of a 
Religious Community. After his con
secration the Bishop busied himself making 
preparations for the long voyage. Much 
had to be done, and it was not until the 
27th March, 1835. that His Lordship and 
his party consisting of three priests, three 
sub-deacons, two catechists, and a boy, on 
board the " Oriental " moved down the 
Mersey with the encouragement given 
them in the form of three hearty cheers by 
the Irish labourers in the Liverpool docks. 
The missionaries reached Sydney on the 
12th September, when the Church, having 
come successfully through many trials, was 
henceforth to take its place as a recognised 
portion of Christ's Fold. It was to increase 
and expand under the fostering care of its 
first Bishop, who for a period of 4 3 years 
was to rule its destinies--planting, encourag
ing, and turning to account everything to 
bring glory and honour to the Church. 
We cannot do more than take a hurried 
glance at the works of this great Bishop. 
He introduced the Benedictine nuns from 
England, and established them at Subiaco, 
Parramatta, where they opened a College 
for the higher education of young ladies. 
This collegiate institution still flourishes
the only abiding work of zeal conducted 
by Benedictines in New South Wales. In 
their memorial chapel, in stained glass, may 
be seen the figures of John Bede Polding, 
Roger Bede Vaughan, Archbishop Ulla
thorne, Bishop Davis, Bishop Morris, and 
Bishop Slater. Havtng at heart the educa
tion of the young, Dr. Polding founded· the 
Benedictine College, Lyndhurst, which for 
well nigh a quarter of a century supplied 
higher education to the Catholic youth , 
and many of its students won for them
selves high distinction in the Sydney 
University. Lyndhurst did its work, and 
as other colleges sprang up it was decided 
to close it. The property where it stood 
was sold by Archbishop Vaughan for a 
handsome sum of money, which was 
devoted to the building of St. Patrick's 
College, Manly, to supply a long-felt want 
in training up an Australian priesthood. 
The founding of St. John 's College within 
the Sydney University was another im-



portant educational work worthy of the 
true Benedictine, who has always 
encouraged learning and culture, and 
whose homes of monasticism have 
always gone hand in hand with institutes 
for intellectual development. Many of the 
Religious Congregations now in Sydney 
owe their foundation to Dr. Polding, who 
welcomed labourers from every land . 
After he had ruled the Church for close 
on 40 years, the Holy See was pleased to 
send another to share his burden, and 
was it not Australia's gain when the 
choice fell upon the cultured Roger Bede 
Vaughan, O .S.B., the prince of pulpit 
orators in the Australian Church - the 
worthy son of one of England 's noblest 
families , who through dark and evil times 
kept the torch of Catholicity alight in their 
land. And so for the last I 0 years of the 
Benedictines' sojourn in New South Wales 
Archbishop Vaughan by his culture, learn
ing and powerful eloquence, as well as 
by his Christian virtues and staunch 
defence of Catholic rights in the matter of 
education, shed a .lustre which was a 
fitting climax to the golden chaplet of 
labours and good works the Benedictines 
left to the Australian Church. A legacy 
forming one of the brighest in our history. 

THE BENEDICTI[\JES IN WEST 
AUSTRALIA 

Having glanced at the various works 
of the Benedictines in the Mother State, 
we must now turn our eyes to the same 
Order, though another branch and see 
what it has accomplished and is still 
achieving in West Australia. As in New 
South Wales so, to some extent, in this 
State have the Benedictines carried on their 
Apostolic labours until they were ripe and 
ready to be entrusted to other h.aods, but 
whereas in New South Wales the 
Benedictines were destined to pass away 
we see them here in our midst possessing 
the only monastic institution of the strict 
observance in the whole of the Austra
lasian Church, and it is our fervent wish 
that the Benedictine Monastery will con
tinue to spread the light and teaching of 
Christianity through ages yet to come, as 
has been done by Benedictines in older 
lands. 
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The work of the Benedictines in West 
Australia may be fittingly divided into two 
sections. The first dates from its incep
tion on the 1st March, 1846, to the death of 
BishopSalvado on the 29th December, 1900. 
The second period begms when the Abbey 
passed under the jurisdiction of its present 
illustrious Lord-Abbot and Bishpp, Dom 
Fulgentios · Torres;· -·O .S:B. These two 
sons of St. Benedict have written their 
names ineffaceably in the annals of New 
Norcia , have stamped their characters 
deep in its upbuilding, the one perfecting 
what the other began. Bishop Salvado, 
a man of gigantic strength and courage, 
was to succeed where others failed in 
missionary work amung the natives. His 
successor has continued that work by the 
Missions he established in the far Nor '
West to Christianise the savage races who 
wander untamed over those vast regions. 
In New Norcia he has not been unmind
ful of his high trust, and during the past 
twelve years has ever striven to crown 
the work left him by his predecessor, and 
so make New Norcia flourish more 
vigorously-a bright ornament to his 
Order, a lasting honour to Australia, and a 
shining glory to the Catholic Church. 

This sketch will only outline the work of 
Bishop Salvado, as the writer hopes it will 
be his pleasure to deal more extensively 
with the present New Norcia at a future 
time. 

In the account of the Benedictines in 
West Australia, we read a chapter 
fraught with hardships and privations; 
but we shall see how their . trials and 
labours were crowned by the establish
ment of their Order on foundations deep 
and broad. Bishop Polding, in 184 3, sent 
Father John Brady to see to the spintual 
wants of the Catholics at tbe Swan P--iver. 
Father Brady laboured zealously on this 
mission, and atter two years proceeded to 
P--ome to urge the separation of Perth 
from Sydney His request was granted, 
Dr. Ullathorne being asked to accept the 
Bishopric. On his declining the honour, 
it fell to Dr. Brady, his consecration taking 
place in P--ome in 1845. While in . the 
Eternal City he made the acquaintance of 
two Spanish Benedictines, who. had come 
to seek a missionary field from the Vicar 
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of Christ. The Benedictines were Dom 
Serra and Dom Salvado, both of whom 
played an important part in the foundation 
of the Church in the early days in West 
Australia, and the· name of Dom Salvado 
will always be associated with the found
ing of New Norcia, the only successful 
missionary work extending over many 

roof in fhe famous Monastery of St. 
Martin, at St. James, at Compostella, 
whence they were driven by the revolu
tion of 1836, when Spain was convulsed, 
her churches and monasteries closed, and 
her religious banished from the land. The 
blind fury of the irreligious was thus set 
free, thinking to crush Catholicity, which 

The late Rl. Rev. Dr. SAL"'ADO, O.S. R 

years among the Australian natives. 
" New Norcia," as Cardinal Moran says, 
" has solved the problem of how to win 
the Aborigines to Christianity and civilisa
tion, and in doing so has shed lasting 
honour on the Church." 

Dom Serra and Dom Salvado had made 
their studies and novitiate under the same 

has risen triumphant over every wave of 
of infidelity and persecution during more 
than I ,800 years. Our two Benedictines 
betook themselves to Italy. where in the 
Monastery of La Cava, near Naples, they 
continued their studies, Dom Salvado win
ning renown by his performances on the 
grand organ in the Cathedral a ttached to 
the Monastery. The warm - hearted 



and loyal Spaniards felt keenly their 
exile, and after ten years of weary 
waiting for brighter days to dawn on their 
native land, they faced towards R.ome, 
determined to leave home and country and 
to go to whatever field of labour the 
Sovereign Pontiff should direct. Meeting 
Bishop Brady gave them their opportunity, 
and soon they cast in their lot as labourers 
in this distant portion of the Church. The 
blessing of Christ's Vicar upon the work 
had now to be sought. This was easily 
obtained, as the Holy Father Gregory 16th 
was also a son of St. Benedict-the 46th 
in the long line of Benedictines who have 
been chosen to pilot over stormy times the 
barque of Peter. On the 5th of June, 
1845, as the two missionaries knelt to ask 
the blessing of their brother Benedictine, 
how the minds of all three must have gone 
back over the ages to the day when the 
first Gregory-Pope and Benedictine -
sent his brethren in religion to Britain, so 
now was Gregory 16th to send others of 
his own congregation to labour in a large 
unknown portion of Britain's Empire in 
lands beyond the sea. How the hearts of 
Dom Serra and Dom Salvado must have 
been filled with courage and lofty 
enthusi1.sm as they listened to these beauti
ful words of the Sovereign the Pontiff, 
" Remember, my sons, that you belong to 
the great family of our glorious patriarch 
St. Benedict, your father and mine. You 
are about to enter upon the path trodden 
by the illustrious apostles who were our 
Brethren. They converted a great portion 
of the people of Europe to the Christian 
Faith and procured for rhem the blessings 
of civilization ; whilst, by their preaching 
and labours savage people have been 
transformed into cultured nations. Go, 
thou and do honour to the habit you wear, 
and may the blessing of the God of Heaven 
inflame your zeal and render your aposto
late fruitful." 

Thus encouraged the two missionaries 
set out from R.ome two days later and 
joined Bishop Brady in London whence 
they sailed on September 16th, 1845. The 
Bishop had been very successful in securing 
priests and religious for his work, but he 
did not see that he was burdening himself 
with a debt which afterwards caused him 
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much worry and annoyance. They landed 
at Fremantle on the 8th January, 1846. 
Thetr fi rst duty was one of prayer to thank 
Almighty God for their safe voyage. Next 
day they made their way to Perth seeing 
on the journey some of the natives they 
hoped to bring to the light of the Gospel. 
Bishop Brady did not wtsh to lose the 
services of the Benedictines. He pointed 
out how their labours among the natives 
would bear no fruit and thus much valuable 
time would be lost, not to speak of the 
expense thrown on the young Catholic 
community. His entreaties were of no 
a vail. Dom Serra and Dom Salvado 
could not be turned from the work 
in hand, and accordingly on the 16th 
February, 1846, set out for Bagi Bagi, a 
clearing, distant some 80 miles north of 
Perth. Their departure made quite a stir 
in the little capital. The whole popula
tion showed an interest in the missionaries. 
Many flocked to the Catholic Chapel to 
join with Bishop Brady in asking God's 
blessing on the brave men and their under
taking. The leave-taking was sad to some, 
as they were fully persuaded that the 
missionaries would never return. The 
Bishop addressed words of encouragement 
to the brave band, gave them his blessings, 
after which they quitted Perth, accom
panied for some distance by the good 
townspeople, who on that and many sub
sequent occasions have shown the kindest 
sympathy with the Benedictines and their 
work. 

For the first five days the missionary 
quartette made their way over sand and 
scrub, through dust and heat, until sheer 
exhaustion compelled them to rest for three 
days. R-esuming their journey, the scarcity 
of water inflicted great sufferings upon 
the party, when, to add to their privations, 
the drivers whom they hired in Perth 
refused to proceed further, and, obstinate 
to all remonstrances, they deposited the 
goods under the shelter of a tree and re
turned to Perth. A covering for the goods 
must be provided, and so the missionaries 
began the erection of a rude hut of 
branches. The work was pt:oceeding 
under dtfficulties when, as if to make 
further trouble, a tribe of natives appeared 
on the scene. Now had arrived the 
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critical time. The movements of· the 
natives showed them in a fever of excite
ment, preparing to settle with their spears 
the question of the invasion of their terri
tory. . Dom Salva do's courage showed 
itself at this juncture, and went far towards 
disarming the natives. The brave priest 
was quickly aware that an attack on his. 
party was in contemplation, so he lost no 
time in boldly advancing towards the tribe, 
making s1gns of peace and friendship. The 
untutored mind of the native, though slow 
to comprehend all the missionary w1shed 
to convey, saw that no hostile intention 
lurked under the friendly signs. His 
courage thus won the day. The natives 
were conquered, but how much was yet 
to be accomphshed ere the missionaries 
could feel their efforts were making 
towards success ! They realised what 
difficulties and hardships awaited them in 
their arduous undertaking, and were it not 
for the brave and encouraging words. 
joined to the more stimulating factor of 
Dom Salvado's example, they might have 
sunk despondent under their many trials 
and privations. Though Dom Salvado was 
not the Superior of the missionaries, he 
seemed naturally to assume the leadership, 
for nothing ever came amiss to him. He 
made himself one with the nauves so as to 
win their confidence. It made no difference 
what had to be done in the line of work, 
he was ever the foremos-t. One day 
scouring the bush with the natives in quest 
of food , the next wielding the bushman's 
axe in felling timber to build huts and 
sheds as required. Again he was the 
peacell)aker in the natives ' quarrels, though 
a~ times his good efforts were unavailing. 
If the work among the natives languished 
for want of funds Dom Salvado would 
journey on foot to Perth, and there by his 
musical performances raise money to pur
chase provisions. Next we find him as a 
teamster, bringing assistance. in spite of 
bad seasons and bad roads, to the natives 
in the bush . We see him in the rt>le of 
bushman, teamster, ploughman, drover, 
carpenter, and even as blacksmith. His 
hand was ready for any task, and is it any 
surprise that after two years with the 
natives the Mission began to show some 
results of the hard work? The Govern
ment had made a grant of 20 acres of 

land to the Mission in 1846, and the 
following year a further grant of 30 was 
obtained, together with a pastoral lease of 
I ,000 acres. The year 184 7 also wit
nessed the opening of the school for native 
children. This old building of slabs and 
clay has weathered 66 years, and is strong 
enough for many more ; but its days are 
numbered, as his Lordship Dr. Torres has, 
in course of construction, a large building 
of brick to take its place. 

The work of the mission was not to 
proceed without the unforeseen trials 
wh1ch always come to any important 
undertaking of this nature. In 1848 Father 
Serra, the Superior, was despatched to 
Europe by Bishop Brady in quest of 
labourers and money to extend the work 
among the natives. While in Europe, 
Father Serra was appomted Bishop of 
Port Victoria, in Northern Australia. The 
English Government had the intention of 
founding a new colony in that place, and 
it was thought opportune in R.ome to 
appoint a Bishop without delay. Pressing 
business now induced Bishop Brady to 
send Dom Salvado to R.ome, and he there 
received the information of Bishop Serra's 
transfer to Perth as co-adjutor to Dr. 
Brady and his own appointment to the 
See of Port Victoria. The English 
Government seeing a colony had only 
a very remote chance of success in 
the. Northern portion of the Continent 
abandoned the scheme of colonisation, and 
so Dom Salvado was Bishop without any 
subjects. He was privileged to return to 
New Norcia untit 1853, though it was not 
unul 1857 that he was free to devote his 
time and energies to the Mission. The 
years between 1849 and 1857 had told 
severely upon the work among the natives, 
but they showed the time had come when 
separation was necessary between Perth 
and New Norcia. His Holiness Pope 
Pius IX. was pleased to decree on the 1st 
of April, 1859, the entire separation of 
N~w Norcia from Perth, with the appoint
ment of Bishop Salvado as Superior. 

Bishop Serra felt so keenly the separa
tion that he requested to be relieved of his 
episcopal duties. His request being granted 
he returned to his native land; where he 



devoted many years to the forming of a 
Congregation of pious women known as 
the Oblates of the Most Holy Redeemer, 
who devote their lives to the most 
meritorious of all Christian works of 
charity. 

Bishop Salvado had at last secured that 
freedom so necessary in the difficult and 
trying work he was engaged in, and the 
progress of the Mission during the next 
few years is a proof that the work could 
expand when not hampered by conflict
ing interests. New Norcia went near 
losing its beloved pastor in 1866, when we 
find him nominated to the See of Perth. 
To escape this digmty he went to Rome, 

33 

years. His mighty work is his monument, 
proclaiming to all beholders what it would 
take volumes to record- the heroic devo
tion he displayed towards Australia's dusky 
children. Let us cast a glance over the 
closing months of the stout-hearted pioneer. 
He had reached his 87th year, though his 
mind was clear and vigorous in spite of 
his years. He saw around him his con
freres in New Norcia borne down by the 
labour of many summers, their health and 
strength had been generously sacrificed in 
a noble cause, and were the fruits of this 
generosity to pass away from the Congre
gation whose sons had accomplished so 
much ? Bishop Salvado clearly saw the 
position which must inevitably follow in a 

~M ONASTERY OF M o N TE C ASSINO, I TALY. 

and through the kindness of Cardinal 
Barnabo was successful in 'his request to 
continue his labours among the natives. 
He was further gratified by the high mark 
of appreciation given to his work by his 
Holiness Pope Pius IX. by a brief pub
lished on the Feast of St. Gregory the 
Great, March 12th, 1867, when the 
Monastery of New Norcia was erected 
into an Abbey Nullius, and Bishop 
Salvado named its first perpetual Abbot 
and Bishop. 

Space compels me to pass over many 
important features in the life and labours 
of Bishop Salvado dunng the next thirty 

few years if he did not succeed in 
affiliating his Abbey to some Province of 
his Order. He turned his steps once more 
towards his beloved Spain in quest of 
apostles to continue the work when the 
final summons would call him from the 
scene of his labours. God had showered 
blessings, visible blessings, on his apostolate 
and now the old missionary was coming 
home to die. God did not forget his work, 
for was not his work God's work, and 
so He found him one who would 
do all in his power to make New 
Norcia a home of prayer, of work and 
of Christian culture, thus to win 
greater honour and glory for religion, to 
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carry out in its cbmpleteness the mission 
always associated with the Benedictine 
Order and to perpetuate the name of 
Btshop Rudesindo Salvado and his conferes 
in this Australian Apostolate. 

Bishop Salvado said his farewell to 
Australia November 30th 1899, proceeding 
direct to Rome where he spent about ten 
months. · Spain was his next destination 
He spent some weeks in the Monastery of 
Montserrat, the head house of the Spanish 
Benedictine Province. He here received 
word from the Sovereign Pontiff recalling 
him to Rome. Mid~winter had set in 
with severe weather. The flood~waters 
from the Tiber overspread the land. 
Malaria fever followed quickly. The 
good Bishop was attacked, but struggled 
with that strength which had always 

";i9 URING the year the Sodality of the c.a Children of Mary was established at 
the College, and the first Sunday of 

November saw the consecration of its first 
members. This Society was instituted in 
the Jesuit College at Rome in 1563 for the 
purpose of increasing devotion to our 
Lady among boys and young men. 

The first members admitted to consecra~ 
tion were :-J. O 'Connell, G. Coronel , 
H. Rodda, E. Stone, F . Loneragan, H. 
Schorer, J . Williams, F. Lodding, T. 
Hynes, T. O 'Neill, L. Ryan, L. Conway, 
0 . Morrissey, I. Mannion, J . O 'Meara, 
G. Franklyn, T. Staples, P. Cahill, P. 

carried him safely through danger. But 
it was not to be. There far away from 
his beloved New Norcia the Bishop sank 
to his rest on the i29th December, 1900, 
in the monastery of St. Paul, surrounded 
by his brethren in religion. How beauti ~ 
ful are the ways of Providence, thus to 
lead his faithful servant back to the centre 
of Catholicity, where so many years before 
he had received his command to go forth 
and carry the Faith to the utmost limits of 
the earth. He had fulfilled his command, 
had carried the faith to thousands who 
languished in paganism and death, won 
glory for the Church, and was now come 
to lay his burden at the feet of the Vicar 
of Christ, with the confidence that his 
work would make for greater things under 
the successor whom he had asked-. to be 
given him. 

Rodnguez, R. O 'Grady, R . R.odda, C. 
Connor, L. Lee, J . Halpin, W . Attwill , 
F. Bendon, J . Purtell, K. Byrne, . G. 
Ballenger, J . Pettit, J . Giralt, S. Bakulick, 
E. Gosgrove, and A Clune. 

At the first meeting after the ceremony 
of consecration the election of officers was 
proceeded with. The choice fell on 
Louis Conway (President) , Roy Rodda, 
Austin Clune, Joseph Halpin (Assistants), 
and Frederick Loneragan (Secretary). 
Now that the Sodality is fully organised, 
entrance to it can only be obtained by the 
suffrages of its officials. 
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Shield Presented by the Marist Brothers' "Old Boys " Association 
to Commemorate the Opening of St. Ildephonsus' College. 

Our .. Ot~ ~ors " 

(!omm~moration Wift. 

mHE Marist Brothers' " Old Boys ·· Association 
(' I marked in a very handsome and appropriate 
~ way the advent of the Brothers to Western 

Australia by presenting to them an elegant 
shield, commemorative of the opening of St. lldephonsus' 
College. The Brothers set a very high value on the gift 
and the loyalty that prompted its presentation. 

The shield is of jarrah, one of West Australia's 
most valuable woods, which belongs to the Eucalyptus 
family, and serves a very wide range of purposes. In 
colour it resembles deep rose-wood, and is susceptible 
of the highest polish. The shield itself is within an 
oval framing, and is surmounted by the swan. On 
the upper portion is the College, carved in relief. 
Beneath it is a silver shield bearing the inscription : 
" Presented by the Marist Brothers' '" O ld Boys" Associ
ation of Western Australia to the Marist Brothers to 
commemorate the openmg of St. lldephonsus' College, 
New Norcia." The outer rim holds eight small silver 
shields, on which the names of the most distinguished 
of the College students will be annually inscribed. A 
dull granulated ground between the margin and the 
shield gives great effect to the other portions of the 
work, which have a polished surface. Mr. W. Howitt 
deserves highest praise for both the design and its 
execution. The symbolism is perfect, for the spray of 
eucalyptus entwined around the shield, bearing bud, 
bloom and berry, makes of this precious gift a memorial 
of the past, a JOY of the present, and a pledge of tJ-.e 
future. 



-r.~ctur~ on Agricultur~ by '1Jrof~ssor '1Jatt~rson. 

AT ST. ILDEPHONSUS" COLLEGE. NEW NORCIA. 

QJ9N Thursday evening, November 
- I 3th, Professor Patterson, of the 

W .A. Universtty, delivered a 
lecture on " Agriculture " at 

St. Ildephonsus' College, New Norcia. 
He was accompanied by Professor 
Murdoch, Lecturer in English Literature 
at the University, and the audience con
sisted of prominent farmers and others of 
the district, together with the older 
students of the College. His Lordship 
Dr. Torres, O.S.B. , was in the chair. 

His Lordship, in introducing the lec
turer, expressed the pleasure it afforded 
him by the vistt of Professor Patterson to 
speak to the people of the district on a 
subject of such immediate interest to them. 

Professor Patterson, who was listened 
to with the greatest. attention throughout, 
aimed at mal<ing his lecture as simple and 
intelligible as possible to all present, and in 
this he succeeded admirably. Plants, he 
said, required, just as animals did, both a 
food and a water supply. Which of the 
·two was the more important it was im
possible to say ; they were both of 
supreme importance. Of their food supply, 
.only about 5 per cent. was derived from 
the soil itself, the rest being obtamed from 
the atmosphere ; but this 5 per cent. 
though small, was of the greatest import.
ance, as without it the plant could not 
utilise the rematning 95 per cent. from the 
atmosphere. 

By means of a large diagram. the lec
turer showed the percentages of the seven 
various constituents from the soil which 
were necessary to produce a crop. Of 
these seven, four were of physiological 
but not of agricultural importance; for the 
soil always contained them in sufficient 
quantity. They were sulphuric acid, iron 
oxide, magnesia, and lime. The other 
three-phosphoric acid, potash, and nitro-

gen- were of the utmost practical im
portance, as the soil was often deficient 
in one or more of them, and it was then 
necessary to use various kinds of manures 
to supply the deficiency. This raised the 
question-a most important one-as to the 
right kihd of manure to use according to 
the soil ; for it was evident that only a 
manure supplying exactly the constituent 
wanting would be of any use. Farmers 
would always be safe in using super
phosphate on any soil, as there was prac
tically in every case a deficiency of phos
phoric acid. Moreover, an excess of 
phosphoric acid would not be wasted, but 
would be preserved in the soil for future 
use. This, however, dtd not apply to 
nitrogen and potash When crops were 
of a bad colour, too little nitrogen was 
usually the cause, and a manure should be 
chosen accordingly. From analysis made 
at the Agricultural Department, it ap
peared that the soil of the district was 
remarkably deficient in both potash and 
phosphoric acid. The lecturer pointed 
out that chemical analyses could only 
determine the total percentage of each 
constituent in a soil, and not the percentage 
of soluble constituent in it. As plants took 
in their food in solution, only soluble soil 
constituents could be utilised by them. 
Where an analysis showed a high per, 
centage of any substance, there was a 
strong presumption that more of it was 
present in soluble form than would be the 
case with lower percentages. 

With regard to the amount of manure 
to be used, soils varied so much that the 
surest means of deciding was by experi
ments with small plots of land under 
different percentages of manure. 

The water supply of plants w as of 
paramount importance, as without it no 
crops could be grown. It had been esti-



mated that in Australia 600 to 800 tons of 
moisture had to be taken from the soil to 
produce one ton of dry matter. Hence in 
districts which could not boast of a plenti~ 
ful rainfall, some means of conserving the 
moisture were necessary. Fallowing was 
one method very often resorted to. If 
done well, it conserved moisture in three 
ways ; firstly, because the absence of a 
crop for one season resulted in the keeping 
of the moisture which would otherwise 
go to feed the crop; secondly, it was in
strumental in killing weeds ; and, thirdly, 
the loose surface soil prevented the 
moisture from being drawn to the surface 
by capillary attraction and there evapor~ 
ated. The lecturer urged the importance 
of fallowing well. Bad fallowing was 
almost as useless as none at all. The soil 
should always be kept loose on top, 
especially after rainfall ; otherwise little 
good would be done. 

At the conclusion of the lecture, Mr. C . 
K. Davidson moved a vote of thanks to 
Professor Patterson. He said that as 
an old farmer, he had listened with 
great interest to what had been said by 
die lecturer. Farming at the present day 

LMOST every schoolboy knows 
the fate of those who could not 

. solve the riddles propounded by 
_.,. the Sphinx of old. Our modern 

Sphinx will pursue the opposite course and 
reward, with a handsome book~ prize, the 
student who gives the earliest and fullest 
response to the puzzles that follow :-
1. N N C 

E 0 I 
W P-.. A 

You will see that the above letters, 
when read in columns downward, form 
the name " N ew Norcia." Put in letters 
where the dots are, so that the words read 
across have the following meanings : 

I . Two words describing the state of a 
country under a strong and just ruler. 
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had been brought to a fine art. Many 
people seemed to have the idea that any 
fool could be a farmer. Well, that might 
be so. but it took an intelligent man to be a 
successful farmer. 

Mr. R. P. Lanigan seconded the motion, 
which was carried by acclamation. 
Professor Patterson briefly replied, ex~ 
pressing his thanks. 

Professor Murdoch also spoke a few 
words, expressing his pleasure at visiting 
New Norcia, of which he had heard so 
much since his arrival in Western Aus
tralia. He also paid a tribute to the 
warm ~ hearted hospitality extended to 
them by His Lordship Bishop Torres, and 
thanked him for taking the chair that 
evening. He had, he said, been interested 
by the lecture, which had, at first, brought 
to his mind dreams of becoming an 
amateur farmer ; but a recognition of his 
own limited intelligence had decided him 
to stick to lecturing. (Laughter.) He 
extended hearty greetings from the infant 
W .A University to St. lldephonsus' 
College, and trusted that many of the 
College students would soon be seen at 
the University, at least as examinees. 

2. Elevating, making noble. 

3. The Australian dingoes. 

II. Put letters where the dots are in the 
following list so as to form the name of 
some animal, bird, fish, or tree. The list 
contains altogether four birds, two animals, 
two fishes, and the names of two Austra
lian trees. 

G E 
s M 

H E 
c N p E 

D N 
c s 

p A T 
T I c 
p,. A 

w N 0 
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111.- Half Square. 
L 

The words across are the same as those 
downwards. The diagonal letters are all 
the same. 

Meanings of words across : A language. 
An English river. A weight. A pre
position. Found in London. 

IV. - Double Acrostic. 
.,. L * 
-~ A * 
* v * 
* E * 
* G "~ 

;: D * 
* L * 

Put letters for the dots and asterisks. 
The initials and the end letters, repre
sented by asterisks, form the names of two 
Australian flowers. 

Meanings of the words across, not 
above :- A well-known steamer of the 
O rient line. O ne of the players in a foot 
ball team. A musical drama. A period 
of darkness. A portion of the British 
Empire. 

V. -'-- Hour Glass. 

H y 

c 

B · H 
p G 

Meanings of words across :- Beautiful 
sounds. An important article of food. 
Something from which metal is obtained. 

A stroke in cricket. A European forest 
tree. What schoolboys generally like. 

Central letters ( . . . . ) : O ne of the 
planets. 

V I. - W ord Square. 
I. c 0 N 
2. E 

3. 
4. 
5. I 

6. M 

7. 

c 
0 
N 
c 
E 

I 

T 

E T 
L 

K 
N 

The following are the meaning of the 
words across :- -1. A good opinion of one
self. 2. A certain race of negroes. 3. 
A smaii ornament. 4. A dead body. 5. 
Two words : the first, a lake in the United 
States ; the second, a small cask. 6. 
Animals from which a very valuable fu r is 
obtained. 7. A struggle. 

T he diagonals, from top left-hand to · 
bottom right, and from bottom left-hand 
to top right, are both the same, and form 
the name of a very popular boys ' game. 

VII. 
I. A small insect beheaded, a range of 

mountains in Europe, a part of the verb 
" to be," and a boy's name with its end 
cut off, form together the name of a cape 
in W. A. 

2. Something connected with a nver, 
together ~ith a beheaded continent, make 
up an Australian tree. 

3. W hat town in W .A. would you 
consider least likely to starve ? 

4. W hat·W.A. cape might be useful to 
a golfer? 

5. W hat W .A. river becomes bigger 
when you take away from it one of its 
letters, and turns it into a stretch of dry 

·tand when deprived of its end? 
6. What town in W .A. is never full? 
Answers will not be received later than 

the I Oth February, 1914, on which day 
the College re-opens. 



T seems to be one of the 
peculiarities of human nature 
that wealth obtained under 
dangers and difficulties- in 
a hand-to-hand struggle, as 
it were, with death- has 
always exerted an extraor
dinary fascination over the 

minds of men. Romance, the spice of 
danger, the inexorable fatalities which 
overtake the adventurer - all these things, 
combined with dreams of untold wealth 
being obtained in a single hour, fire the 
imagination of the adventurous. 

Such was the case in the early days of 
the pearling industry, which now forms 
such an important asset in the wealth of 
Western Australia. It owed its discovery 
to the indefatigable enthusiasm of the early 
explorers of this State. The exploration 
of unknown regions, often under the 
greatest hardships, has indeed for many as 
much fascination as the quest for hidden 
wealth. It was in 1861 that Mr. F. T. 
Gregory, who had already proved him
self an intrepid explorer by his discoveries 
in the Gascoyne, Murchison and Shark 
Bay districts, was sent to repor.t on the 
country lying inland from the North
West coast. With Nickol Bay as his 
base of operations, he explored the back 
country, dtscovering the Ashburton, 
Fortescue, De Grey, and O akover Rivers, 
and the H amersley Range, and travelling 
a ltogether a distance of 2,040 miles. H e 
reported that the . flora of the northern 
country was most brilliant, differing 
altogether from that around Perth. He 
also discovered several large areas of 
country suitable for pastoral purposes. 
Finally, he procured in Nickol Bay 
numbers of pearls, and gathered severa l 
tons of pearl-shell. 
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The report of Mr. Gregory's explora
tions resulted in the foundation of the 
pearling industry. As a matter of fact, it 
was previously known that pearls existed 
on the North-West coast, but it was con
sidered impracticable to invest money in 
examining the beds. Mr. Gregory's suc
cess, however, dispelled all doubts as to 
the feasibility of obtaining pearls. Public 
interest was aroused, and within a month 
of the explorer's return to Perth the 
Messrs. Bateman, who had for some 
years been active whalers along the 
South-West coast, had equtpped a boat 
and left Fremantle. The results could 
hardly be called encouraging. The pearl
shells were scattered, and the pearlers did 
not obtain the quantities they had antici
pated : and after less than two months at 
Nickol Bay the boat returned to Fremantle. 
About 900 shells and 150 pearls had been 
obtained, and the value of the pearls 
exported in that year ( 1862) was £250. 

The interest in pearls thus suffered a 
temporary collapse, and for several years 
very little was heard of them, and nothing 
done. In 1864 an expedition in search of 
gold went to Camden Harbour. This 
expedition reported that the natives there 
Jived almost entirely on pearl oysters, which 
were numerous, and that they wore oval 
pearl-shell necklaces. A few pearls and 
shells were collected and exported : but 
a ttention at the time was so concentrated 
on North-W est settlement that small 
thought was given to what the coastal 
waters hid. Two years later a boat was 
fitted out for Nickol Bay, but no defined 
bed of pearl oysters could be found. The 
export for this year was only £6. 

However, the prospects of the industry 
soon began to look brighter. Towards the 
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end of 1866 some fine pearls were 
obtained in Nickol Bay, one of which 
weighed 7 carats, and was valued at£ I 0. 
More careful searching revealed the fact 
that shell existed in very large quantities. 
The number of those engaged in pearling 
rapidly increased. The searching was 
conducted in a primitive manner, Aus
tralian natives being employed to dive 
without apparatus in shallow water. The 
results were satisfactory, and by the end 
of 1867 about 25 tons had been obtained. 
The export for the year was valued at 
£556. 

From this time onwards the pearl beds 
were exploited with increasing success. 
In 1868 there were 12 boats at Nickol 
Bay, and although by one of those gales 
which are so frequent in tropical regions, 
two of them were wrecked, and there 
were at other times murders committed by 
the natives, the fascination of the industry 
was such that no one was daunted by 
these happenings. The export for 1868 
totalled £5,554. Numerous fortunes were 
made in a few years. The tropical gales 
and hurricanes exacted a heavy toll of 
human life ; nevertheless, the industry was 
viewed with great favour. 

Early in 1869 the discovery of a hand
some pearl, of the size and shape of a 
marble, which was sold for £260, gave a 
great stimulus to enterprise, and there was 
a rush to the pearl beds. So great vVas 
the increase of boats that it was feared 
the beds would soon be worked out. 
This indeed seemed probable, until the 
discovery of a rich new reef, which was 
thought to extend for 60 miles along the 
coast. Every time that the natives dived 
they brought up three or four pairs of 
shells, and in a fortnight the finds exceeded 
a ll expecta tions. In this and the following 
years the number of boats increased with 
a mazing ra pidity. There w ere no less 
than 83 boats at work in 1873, and this 
year was remarkable for the number of 
pearls of high quality which were obta ined. 
One was valued at £2,500, another at 
£300 ; and the discovery of new pearl 
beds early in the year gave encouragement 
to the pearlers, especia lly as they yielded 
pearls of much greater brillance than any 

obtained before. The returns for this year 
were valued at about £35,000. 

About this time Shark Bay also became 
a favourite res >rt of the pearlers. The 
shells found there were rather smaller 
than the usual kind ; they are, in fact, a 
separate species. Between thirty and forty 
boats, employing 200 persons, were at work 
in Shark Bay in 1873. The shells were 
collected principally for the number and 
value of the pearls they produced, the 
shells themselves being considered valueless. 
The method of obtaining the shells was to 
anchor the boats on the beds, and cast out 
dredges of triangular shape, somewhat like 
a bell cut through the centre, with an eye 
at the tapered end, for a handle. The 
frame was of iron, and over it was loosely 
spread a strong net fastened to a scraper 
a t the bottom. The gathered shells were 
taken to the beach and placed in pits and 
casks until the mollusc died. Then the 
search for pearls began, the work being 
done by the natives. In summer, when 
the water receded, the shells were 
gathered by hand from off the shallow 
banks. Through reckless over-fishing the 
banks at Shark Bay were said to be almost 
worked out in 187 4, and indeed as late as 
1904 it was considered that in order to 
restore the fishery to its former prosperity 
a somewhat prolonged period of repose, 
combined with systematic cultivation, was 
necessary. In 1893 a small quantity of 
Nor-West shell was transported to Shark 
Bay, and successfully survived the lower 
temperature of the water during the 
winter ; and hence by pursuing such 
experiments on a large scale it was hoped 
that a new and valuable fishery could be 
inaugurated. 

Meanwhile, though an exodus was 
taking place from Shark Bay, the industry 
was progressmg by leaps and bounds at 
other points along the coast, and ra pidly 
became the most remunerative in the State. 
Large numbers of Malays were now being 
employed ; in 187 4 there were about 500 
Malay and other divers at Roeburne 
alone. Chinamen also, with true Celestial 
ingenuity, did a thriving trade. A favourite 
method of theirs was to force the live 
pearl oysters open and drop in a very 
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4. Opening the Shell. 

2. One of the Pearling Luggers. 
5. A good haul. 6. 
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3. Out of the depths. 
Preparing for exportation. 



small " Joss " or Chinese idol. Then, 
with that patience for which their race 1s 
almost proverbial, they allowed the oyster 
to remain until such time as a thin coating 
of pearl had been deposited over the 
image. Besides the Malays, Australian 
natives were still employed to dive. In 
the shallow water they were more 
successful than the Malays, but were not 
so expert in the deeper banks. In 187 4 
the total value of pearl and pearl -shell 
obtained along the coast was nearly 
£75,000. In this and the following year 
the pearling industry was exceedingly 
lucrative, and some magnificent pearls 
were obtained. But, unfortunately, as has 
happened on so many occasions in various 
parts of the world to the disgrace of the 
white man, both Malays and Australian 
natives often received very bad treatment 
at the hands of their white employers. 
Pearl Fisheries Acts, passed in 1875, 1883, 
and 1887, were to a great extent success
ful in regulating the industry, and pro
viding for the more efficient protection or 
divers. The native question was greatly 
improved. Somewhat severe restrictions 
were placed on diving in . deep waters, 
and the dress to be worn by divers was 
prescribed. 

Thus from year to year pearling was 
carried on with ever-increasing success. 
The considerable fluctuation in market 
prices, which is so common in the industry, 
made the value of the export very low in 
some years. Nevertheless, good profits 
could generally be made. Another im
portant cause of decreased exports was 
the frequent recurrence of those violent 
hurricanes to which the tropics are so 
liable. Scarcely a year passed without 
some such storm. Those of 187 6, 1881 , 
and 1887 were particularly violent. In the 
first mentioned 61 lives were lost. In 1881 
the storm which devastated the pearling 
fleet did not cause a great loss of life, but 
serious loss to the pearlers. The cyclone 
was accompanied by a tidal wave 30 
feet high. Everything was changed. The 
face of the country was unrecognisable . 
after the fury of the storm was spent. In 
1887 and even-worse disaster befel a large 
portion of the fleet. For two days, a 
hurricane, more terrible than any pre-
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viously experienced in Western Australia; 
carried ruin and death to the boats and 
their crews off the Ninety-Mile Beach, 
180 miles east of Cossack. The loss of 
life was variously estimated at from 150 to 
300. while the loss of schooners, pearling
luggers, and smaller boats was very great. 
Recent years have not been without their 
storms, and the awful hurricane of 
February, 1912, during which the ill-fated 
" Koombana " was lost, is still fresh in our 
memones. 

Still, in spite of storms, the pearlers 
staunchly continued their work. The 
fisheries were extended further and 
further into the deep water. Diving
dresses were now very largely used ; but 
most of the Australian natives had a 
superstitious awe of such paraphernalia, 
and in consequence few of them were 
employed m deep diving. 

Reviewing the condition and prospects 
of the pearling industry at the present time, 
we find them to be most encouraging. 
The Nor'-West fishery, as distinct from 
that of Shark Bay, extends from Exmouth 
Gulf to Cambridge Gulf. The number of 
boats engaged, and the value of pearls and 
pearl-shell obtained, show a steady increase 
every year. In 1909 there were 231 boats 
at work ; in 191 0 the number had risen to 
358 ; and in 1911 there were 360. In the 
first of these years the value of pearls and 
pearl-shell was £242,454 ; in the next year 
£274,609 ; and in the last £302,795. 
These figures speak for themselves ; and 
when we compare them with the 1862 
export of £250, and the 1866 export of 
£6, and remember that the industry has 
been properly established for less than fifty 
years, we must admit that its rise has been 
phenomenal. For more than 30 years it 
has constituted one of the chief assets in 
the State's wealth, and in point of value is 
now the fifth in importance. 

As already mentioned, the Shark Bay 
shell is an entirely different species from 
the Nor'-West variety. The latter, 
known to the scientific world as Melea
grina margaritifera, is by far the most 
valuable, both for the fine pearls it 
produces and for the excellence of its 
mother-of-pearl shell, from which are 



manufactured massive articles such as 
dessert and fish knife and fork handles, 
buttons of the largest size, and inlaid work. 
The fishing for this variety is conducted 
almost exclusively with the aid of diving 
apparatus. The water varies in depth 
from four or five to as much as 18 or 20 
fathoms. Working at these latter depths 
is attended with much danger to divers, 
on account of the great pressure of water 
which has to be endured. 

The Shark Bay variety of shell, Melea
grina imbricata, is of much smaller size 
than the Nor', West species. It rarely 
exceeds four or five inches in diameter, 
and its texture is so thin that it is almost 
exclusively used for the manufacture of 
small and inferior buttons. In the early 
days of the industry, as we have seen, it 
was considered valueless, but it is far from 
being so now. Most of the pearls 
obtained from this shell are bright golden, 
yellow, or straw-coloured, such pearls 
being peculiar to this .species. They find 
a very ready sale in India and China, but 
there is not a great demand for them in 
Europe. The shell is fished for in an 
altogether different way from that of the 
Nor', W est species. It is, in fact, practi
cally the same method of dredging and 
hand-gathering as was employed in 1873, 
and which has been already described. 

The problem of coloured labour, which 
has been a source of anxiety for years, is 

still unsolved. Of 2,519 men employed in 
1911, only 245 were whites. During 1912 
experiments were conducted with white 
divers from the Old World, but they were 
a failure. It cannot be denied that the 
Asiatic races, especially the Japanese and 
Malays, are far more successful at this 
work than whites. At present, to forbid 
coloured labour altogether would un
doubtedly mean the destruction of the 
pearling industry. A solution of the 
problem seems as far off as ever. 

In recent years great changes have taken 
place both in regard to the ownership of 
boats and the disposal of shell. There are 
no longer large fleets under the ownership 
of one or two men, but, in very many 
cases, each man has his own vessel. It is 
believed that this condition of affairs has 
resulted in a great improvement in the 
amount of shell taken, and that it has been 
of benefit to the industry. Then, too, the 
shell, instead of being shipped direct to 
London and America for sale, is bought 
from the pearlers for cash practically on 
the foreshore of Roebuck Bay. 

There are still improvements to be made, 
and problems to be solved, in the pearling 
industry ; but on the whole it may be said 
to be in a satisfactory and healthy condition, 
and seems destined to continue a source of 
wealth and prosperity in the future, as it 
has been in the past, to this great State, 
the " Golden West. ' 

0 
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~ A -1t~tt~r from )t~w )torcia. © 
~~~~~~ 

My dear Hope, 

0 say that Nursia or Norcia in 
II 1 Central Italy was the birthplace of 
~ St Benedict fully explains the 

choice of the Benedictines in giving 
to their Mission in Western Australia q. 
name so intimately associated with the 
memory of their great Founder. 

As New Norcia is the home of a 
Bishop we are justified in calling it a city
the City of the Plains. The Victoria 
Plains roll outspread in undulating forest, 
pasture and agriculture to the extent of 
something like 3,000 square miles. 

The Benedictine settlement is situated in 
a smiling valley through which the Moore 
River gently threads its way. About l ,400 
acres of land around New Norcia have 
been detimbered, and the sombre forest 
has given place to broad fields of bright 
green cultivation diversified by groves of 
olive and orchard trees which add greatly 
to the charm of the landscape. Low
lying, well-wooded hills encompass this 
cultivated area, and narrow our horizon, 
except southwards, where they open out 
into a vista of purple hills. Where Nature 
is left to herself she broiders. in her own 
unstudied way, the fields and hillsides with 
flowers bewildering in their almost infinite 
variety of form and colour. Add to this 
the soft obligato of a skylark's song, and 
you have N ew Norcia with the benediction 
of spring upon ,it. As summer advances 
the bright emerald fields turn to shimmering 
gold, and wanton winds make mimic 
billows of the yielding wheat till it falls 
before the relentless sickle. 

Our little city is planned in very formal 
alignment. Imagine an extensive ground 
plan in the form of a La tin cross : the 
Monastery at the foot of it, eastward ; the 
Cathedral midway on the stem ; at the end 

of each arm, south, St. Gertrude's College, 
north, St. lldephonsus' College. At the 
apex, on the slope of a hill. is the resting 
place of the holy Dead. Below St. 
Gertrude's College, but further south, is 
the College for native girls, below St. 
lldephonsus' College, but further north, 
a College for native boys is in course of 
construction, The intermediate space 
contains rows of simple cottages. each with 
its rustic portico of grape vine. These 
little homes are relics of the early days of 
the Mission, and are not meant to be lasting 
dwellings. 

The Cathedral is a cruciform structure 
of Roman architecture with very graceful 
fac;ade and campanile. A soft- toned chime 
reminds us, every fifteen minutes, that life 
is on the wing. And as each hour gently 
lapses into Eternity the tower-bell sounds 
its departing knell. The Cathedral can 
conveniently accommodate about 500 per
sons. The sacristies are in the transepts 
at each side of the sanctuary, which. with 
the monks' choir, is raised some feet above 
the floor of the nave. The High Altar 
and reredos are very delicately carved, 
and, while screening the monks from view. 
in nowtse impede the· sound of their sing
ing, which glides softly into the soul like 
music from another world. After fifty
four years of arduous labour in W estern 
Australia the great pioneer, Bishop Salvado, 
O.S.B. , passed to his reward in F.-orne on 
29th December. 1900, His Lordship, Dr. 
Torres, O.S.B., voyaged to Europe to 
bring the mortal remains of the deceased 
prelate to Australia. And here in the 
monks' choir, close to the High Altar, is his 
tomb of costly Carrara marble, with his 
life-story inscribed upon it in letters of 
gold. 
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The Cathedral High Altar is of beaten 
gold. Vermilion is very cautiously used to 
enrich the gold, while purple and violet, 
which complete the Scriptural chord of 
colours, find their place in the subdued, 
aerial hues that form the mural decoration. 

so to speak, the dread drama of Redemp
tion, and assuaging His thirst for its accom
plishment. The rocks in which the cross is 
embedded bear the inscription : " My soul 
is sorrowful unto death. " Apart from its 
highly artistic merit, it has a vast fund of 

:Fi gure of the Child J esus over the High Alt:tr in t he Cathed m.l. 

A beautiful and unique feature of the 
High Altar is a figure of the Child Jesus, 
above but behind the Tabernacle, with 
outstretched hands supported by the arms 
of a rustic cross but not fastened to it. 
The Divine Child seems to be rehearsing, 

teaching for children, and would prove a 
power for good in any schoolroom. In 
these days, more than ever, our little ones 
need to know that all the innocent joys of 
their happy childhood were earned for them 
by this Blessed Child of sorrow-laden love. 



The rite of Benedtction here is both 
distinctive and devotional. At the first 
sound of the " 0 Salutaris," as the incense 
rises, very slowly d~scends a screen dis
clo~ing the Blessed Sacrament already 
enthroned. The R.osary- that beautiful 
garland of praise in honour of the I ncar , 
nation - is then recited, after which the 
Litany of Loreto is sung by the monks. At 
the end of every three invocations the 
native children take up the fourth in the 
chant with which the Litany opened. 
Their voices are soft and plaintive. The 
congregation is seated during the Litany, 
as though the faithful gave place to our 
Lady their powerful advocate, that she, 
like another ·Esther, might plead her 
people's cause at the throne of mercy. 
Invariably the first stanza of the " Tan tum 
Ergo " is rendered in the plain chant of the 
Church militant, perhaps as being more in 
keeping with the lowly majesty of the 
Sacramental throne, but at the " Genitori 
Genitoque " the worshippers are borne in 
spirit, by a flood of harmony, to the 
Majesty on High-: " Laus · et jubilatio ! 
Salus, honor, virtus quoque sit et 
benedictio ! " 

As the last strains of this grand liturgical 
hymn die away, slowly the golden screen 
ascends amid clouds of incense, recalling 
the Ascension of Our Lord or rather the 
bright cloud that received Him out of sight 
when He, the Co-Eternai Son, .we.nt ·back 
to the glory He had with the Father 
before the world was. .A few moments ' 
hush follows , and the monstrance is borne 
again to the altar for the · Solemn Benedic
tton. Joyously the bell in the tower peals 
forth , as though it were many-vQiced, to 
remind the absent or the invalided that a 
blessing is theirs in that precious but fleeting 
moment. 

All the church services are carried out 
perfectly in the Cathedral. The singing, 
when not plain chant, is always restrained 
and dignified. In Holy Week, pre
eminently, the ceremonies are deeply im
pressive. The singing of the Passion on 
Palm Sunday and Good Friday was most 
devotional. The Very R.ev. Father Prior, 
O.S.B. took the part of our Lord and in 
rich , deep, imperturbable tones brought 
vividly to mind the majesty of the Divine 
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Victim. Rev. Father Salinas, O .S.B. 
represented the Evangeliet, and Rev. Father 
Planas, O.S.B. the " T urba," each fulfilling 
his part to perfection. 

The Monastery is a demure though 
spacious structure in Roman architecture. 
A massive iron gate leads into an extensive 
·court. Above this entrance a large tablet 
of solid marble bears the coat-of-arms of 
the Abbey fin.ely wrought in bas-relief at 
Genoa. The daughters of Eve may not 
enter here: Within the enclosure only 
the twittering swallows appear to break 
the solemn stillness. · 

The monks have their own choir within 
the Monastery,· and there the Divine Office 
is said daily, ·except on Sundays and great 
feasts when it is recited or sung in the 
Cathedral, beginning with Prime. The 
monks rise at 3 a.m. for Matins-a fitting 
aubade to usher in the dawn! The 
Monastery b~ll · rif!gs with never-failing 
precision·, and is re~ponded to with the same 
exactitude. St Benedict laid down two 
rules, according to Tosti, for the meritorious 
and ·decor us· recitation of the Office,
" faith in ~ the presence of God and the 
Angels, and con·co·rd of voice and heart. 
The recitl:i.tion is to be clear, sonorous, pte
cise and strong, and, in the grandeur of its 
unison which is .. more powerful . than the 
charms ' of harmony, it forms an image of 
the terrible onset·· of a serried host against 
the powers ·of _darkness. The saintly 
Founder wished- the singing of the Psalms 
to be ·grave and melodious, but both reading 
and singing· were . to be alloted to those 
only who covld : do them with edification 
to the hearers. . Hence it was that there 
was a school -of ·singing in the Monastery.'' 
With a · p~eparation such as this, it is 
not surprising that Benedictines acquire an 
accuracy a r:ld dighitx: in church ceremonial 
that incite to · devot~on all who come within 
their influence: It is wonderful how the 
spirit of St. Benedict lives in his disciples 
even in our day. His voice is heard across 
the centuries, still proclaiming, in gentle 
accents, his canons of Christian Perfection 
- his adaptation of the austere Gospel
teaching to the details of human life. 
The changeful winds may toy with the 
flowing scapular which forms part of the 
monks' garb, but the spirit of modern 
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times makes no headway against the time
honoured practices of fourteen hundred 
years. 

The Monastery library is a large 
apartment on the first floor. Probably 
there is hardly a private library south of 
the equator that can compare with it. 
The book-cases are elegantly carved in 
amb·er-coloured wood, and occupy all the 
wall space. The collection numbers close 
upon six thousand volumes. Among these 
are a few most precious Polyglots : the 
Biblia Maxima (of this there are very few 
copies in the world) and the Biblia Regia, 
both edited at Antwerp by the famous 
Arius Montanus, a Spanish priest. Philip 
II. of Spain bore the expense of the latter 
publication, hence its name, the King's 
Bible. In speaking of editions of the Bible 
we understand the printed reproductions 
of the original text. The Biblia Regia is 
printed in eight volumes. The first four are 
a reproduction of the Complutensian Bible, 
which derives its name from Complutum
the name given by the Romans to the 
town called by the Moors in later years 
Alcala.- The fifth volume is devoted to 
the New Testament in Latin and Greek 
with a commentary in Chaldaic. The 
remaining three volumes contain tracts on 
the antiquities of sacred history. The 
languages employed in this Bible are 
Hebrew, Chaldaic, Greek and Latin. 
It w as printed 1569-1572, and is extremely 
ra re. Another of the Monastery treasures 
is the fa mous W a lton Bible edited in 
London by Walton, a ided by Castell and 
others 1657- 1686 This edition is a lso in 
eight volumes. The last · two of these 
comprise the · dictionary of Castell in seven 
languages. The sixth volume is a criticism 
on the five preceding ones. The Penta
teuch is in eight and the book of Psalms 
in seven languages. The book of Esther 
and the N ew T estament a re in five 
languages. Other books of the Old T esta
ment are in four and two languages. The 
highest authorities consider this the best of 
Polyglots, not merely for its variety of 
languages, but for its greater completeness 
and for the value of the criticism given in 
the sixth volume. In all, throughout this 
Bible, there a re twelve languages em; 
ployed. namely : H ebrew , Chaldaic, 

Hebrew-Samaritan, Greek, and the ancient 
dialects of Samaritan, Chaldaic. Latin, 
Greek, Ethiopic: Syriac. Arabic, and 
Persian. This grea collection of Bibles is 
completed by a copy of the Vatican 
Codex. The original is a Greek manu
script-the most important of all manu
scripts of Holy Scripture-and is the only 

. extant original copy of the Bible. It is 
claimed to be more ancient than the 
Sinaitic Codex found in the Monastery of 
St. C atherine, Mt. Sinai, in 1859. From 
the Vatican Codex are missing the books 
of Machabees and some of the Psalms. 
These deficiencies have been supplied by 
the Bibles mentioned already. In 1869 it 
was published in Rome by Vercellone 
Clozza under the auspices of Pius the 
Ninth. Next to the Holy Scriptures come 
the writings of the Fa thers of the Church. 
A full set of these precious works has like
w ise a place among the rarities of the 
Monastery library. 

St. Gertrude's College for young ladies 
was opened in 1908, and is capable of 
accommodating 125 boarders. Its style of 
architecture is Spanish, or more strictly, 
C atalonian Gothic of the 14th century. It 
may be regarded as an elegant specimen of 
the purest type, being free from any tinc
ture of Moorish fancy. The interior of 
the College is most tastefully decorated, 
the chapel particularly so. The College 
is ably conducted by the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, founded by the I<...ev. Julian 
Woods specially to meet the educational 
w ants of Austra lia . 

St. lldephonsus' C ollege w as entrusted to 
the Marist Brothers by his Lordship Right 
Rev. Dr. Torres, O .S.B., at the beginning 
of the present year, 191 3. And now, as 
the year is verging on its close, it numbers 
11 6 students. The building itself is a 
classic, --imposing and grand. This noble, 
castella ted structure is seen to best adva n
tage as it stands w ell; defined against the 
evening sky. For the most part, Byzantine 
architecture has been restricted to church 
buildings. As instances may be cited, the 
church, now mosque, of Sancta Sophia or 
" Divine Wisdom," built by order of the 
Emperor Justinian, in Constantinople or 
Byzantium, which bequeathed its name to 
this style of a rchitecture, as its prototype 



originated there. This great temple was 
completed A.D. 537. Again, we have the 
beautiful St. Mark's of Venice, and, in our 
own day, the Cathedral of Westminster
very appropriately chosen by the late Car
dina! Vaughan as a departure from the ideal 
types of architecture embodied in West
minster Abbey and St. Paul's, London. 
Nearer home we have a Byzantine church 
in New Zealand at lnvercargill. This 
style of architecture would seem to be a 
merging of the Grecian into the Roman, 
enhanced by elements of the Oriental 
taste for splendour and allegory. When 
barbarian hordes swept down upon Italy, 
one of the saddest effects of their incur
sions was the quenching of artistic life. 
The artists and architects of the West 
were glad to find refuge in Constantinople, 
and expend their best efforts where most 
appreciated. Byzantine art and architec
ture attained their meridian lustre in the 
middle of the II th cehtury. With this 
style of architecture, then, St. lldephonsus' 
College is classed. In its compact quad
rangular form its base occupies a space of 
15,232 square feet. This arrangement 
insures the greatest coolness during the 
long summer months . . Outspread, it would 
certainly show greater extent, though less 
grace, and, in. this position, would come 
close upon an eighth of a mile in length. 
Bui the buildi,tig has been designed with a 
view to. comfort and convenience, not less 
than to grandeur and harmony of form. 
The inner verandahs and balconies give 
access to all the apartments, without 
lessening their width or forfeiting, by cor
ridors, the advantages of right-through 
ventilation. 

The chapel divides the central court 
equally. It is lofty, and has an arched 
ceiling of Wunderlich. The windows 
are, of course, rounded -a feature from 
which Byzantine architecture never varies. 
The interior decoration has yet to be done. 
At present the Father artist is engaged in 
painting an altar-piece on canvas sixteen 
feet in height and eight feet in width. 
The subject represents our Lady's 
presentation of the chasuble to St. 
lldephonsus. The organ gallery is reached 
from the first floor. The students have 
every opportunity of becoming proficient 
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in church music, both vocal and instru
mental, and may thus render great service 
in their parish choirs when school days are 
over. 

. The native girls ' College is conducted by 
Spanish Sisters, who are Oblates of St. 
Benedict. The zealous Sisters, making 
themselves "all to all to gain all," have 
won a gentle ascendancy over their young 
charge, . and seem perfectly happy in 
devoting themselves to work that makes 
for record only in the eternal pages. 
Vocations like theirs are rare, but it is not 
too much to hope that Australians will yet 
be found to join them in their self-effacing 
labours. The native boys' college is 
controlled with the same absolute devoted
ness by a Benedictine Brother. 

The care bestowed upon these native 
children is truly admirable. His Lordship 
the Bishop moves about the Mission like a 
sunbeam, brightening and gladdening all. 
If there could be predilection in so 
disinterested a superior, one would say the 
natives have it. At the sound of the 
church bell it is very pleasing ·to see the 
various ranks converging to the Cathedra} 
for religous services. The girls wear a 
simple check uniform with snow-white 
hoods, contrasting with their dark faces. 
On Sundays and festivals, with some 

·change, they have the addition of even a 
little finery. The boys wear galatea 
suits, and play cricket and football lustily. 
Now and then visiting teams from Perth 
and other towns come to New Norcia to 
play wi h the na tives. By some sort of 
wireless telegraphy the country for miles 
around is made aware of their coming, 
and the swarthy sons of the soil may be 
seen trooping to the mission oval in great 
numbers. If the natives gain the day, we 
soon know it by the " corroboree " of 
exultation that hails the victory. On still 
evenings we sometimes hear the phono
graph from the native boys' schoolroom. 
This is often accompanied by singing and 
dancing. Once was heard a renderjng of 
" He's a jolly good fellow " with a 
substitution of first person plural for the 
third person singular in the original. The 
listeners came to the conclusion that 
jolliness and goodness, in their case at all 
events, are synonymous 
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The great feasts like Christmas and 
Easter always bring an influx ot natives 
from outlying dtstricts to the Mission. 
They come to it with the simple joy of 
children returning home for holidays. 
They have spent their childhood in the 
religious atmosphere of New Norcia, and 
gladly revisit old scenes for renewal of 
fervour . 

There is something in the quiet air of 
the Mission that seems to rebuke evil and 
incite to good. This is often felt by those 
outside the fold. Some time ago a woman 
dying at a short distance from New Norcia 
asked to be buried in the Mission cemetery, 
She was not a Catholic, and her husband 
considerately explained to her the difficulty 
of complying with her wish, as the conse
crated ground was reserved for the child
ren of the Church. " Bury me anywhere 
at New Norcia," she said, " for everything 
is consecrated there. " Her last request 
was graciously acceded to, and her grave 
is close beside the enclosure. She was 
right-everything is consecrated here
consecrated by labour, by prayer, and by 
sacrifice. 

It were unseemly. to say so much of 
New Norcia and nothing of the vitalising 
principle of its great achievements-his 
Lordship. Right Rev. Dr. Torres, O.S.B. 
The Bishop has a masterly grasp of the 
position he holds, an unclouded perception 
of every detail. and a memory that nothing 
escapes. With his Lordship. expedience 
never assumes the place of right. In a 

word, his administration is characterised 
by high principle and munificent generosity. 
His Lordship justly ranks among the elite 
of the human race, and bears very marked 
distinction of mind and manner. But his 
dignity is innate. and sheds itself uncon
sciously as flowers their fragrance. In 
this, one is reminded of his brother 
Benedictine, the illustnous Archbishop 
Vaughan, who graced Australia's chief 
sanctuary for ten brief >ears. It is our 
most fervent hope that our beloved 
Bishop's heaven-born guidance may be 
ours for many, many years to come. · 

And what of Western Austsalia' s youth, 
you wtll surely ask ? Well, the concensus 
of opinion is that they are an excellent 
stamp of boy, take very kindly to the 
discipline that a large College demands, 
and are most receptive of religious instruc
tion. The people of the West-the 
Golden West-are themselves golden in 
their generosity. 

One of the most impressive ceremonies 
of New Norcia is the opening of the 
scholastic year by Solemn High Mass, 
sung by the Monastery choir. When the 
rubrics admtt of it, the Mass of the Holy 
Spirit is said. W e expect it to become an 
abiding custom for every student to be here 
for this solemn opening, and to regard i~ as 
an augury of the Divine Blessing upon the 
work of the year. 

With every kind wish for a happy 
Christmas and a N ew Year overflowing 
with blessings, 

I remain, 

Faithfully yours, 

FRUITION. 



HE Feast of St. Benedict, 
the father and ·founder of 
the Benedictine Order, was 
a great day at New Norcia. 
On all sides were rest from 
labour and general rejoicing. 

But within the Monastery walls the Monks 
were gladdened by a deep spiritual joy, 
born of nothing less than the most sublime 
act . to which Religious Life on earth can 
attain-for in the Cathedral that ·morning 
three of their number had made their 
Solemn Profession. 

In the absence of His Lordship the 
Bishop, who is also Abbot of the Monastery, 
the Prior celebrated High Mass. As the 
Offertory drevv near, the community of 
black-robed Monks left their places in the 
choir and slowly filed in to the Sanctuary. 
Opposite them sat the Prior with Deacon 
and Sub-Deacon, for at this stage the Holy 
Sacrifice was interrupted as though It 
paused to consecrate and draw into Itself 
the highest sacrifice the human soul can 
make. The eyes of all were fixed on the 
three who were to make their Vows, as 
moving down the ranks of their brethren, 
they knelt before the Prior and kissed his 
hand. There they remained some little 
time, answering questions addressed to 
them ; all, of course, being carried on in 
Latin. Many prayers followed, and then 
came the great moment. Each, in turn, 
slowly pronounced his Vows, the great 
deed by which he gave up the things of 
time for those of eternity, the joys of earth 
for those of H eaven, and chose to serve 
here and reign hereafter. f<...ising from his 

knees, he approached the epistle side of 
the altar, and signed a parchment scroll 
whereon his Vows· were written, and this 
he held before the eyes of the assembled 
community as he passed along. - Then the 
newly-professed stood together, facing the 
a ltar, and with hands upraised. Three 
times their oblatron was renewed, in the 
words of King David, " Uphold me, 
according to Thy word; 0 Lqrd, and I 
shall live." Three times came the• glad 
response of inspiring hope · " Let me not 
be confounded in my expectation." 
Three times they fell prostrate before the 
altar of the living God, and rose· but to 
renew their offering. Further prayers 
followed; and their Profession was com
plete. The Prior embraced the new 
members of his spiritual family, and they 
w ere received with the kiss of peace by 
their brethren, who then retired to their 
choir. 

They were now dead to the world, to 
its hopes, its interests, its pleasures ; and this 
was symbolised by a most impressive cere
mony. They prostrated themselves before 
the altar, lights were placed in the two 
large candlesticks beside them, the funera l 
pall was thrown over them, the bell in the 
tower tolled, and everything wore the 
aspect of death. From the organ broke 
forth the solemn tones of the " Dead 
March." 

The Celebrant now ascended the altar 
and the Holy Sacrifice was continued. 
The alta r was incensed, the Priest and his 
assistants, the acolytes, and even the con
gregation shared this holy honour-the 
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mystic dead alone were passed unnoticed. 
The deep, rich voice of the Prior rang out 
in the stirring tones of the Preface, the 
Consecration came, when every head was 
reverently bowed ; but the sleepers 
beneath the pall stirred not. After the 
Communion, the Deacon, turning, ad
dressed them in a loud voice, " Arise you 
that sleep among the dead , and Christ will 
enlighten you .. , The pall was drawn 
aside, and they arose hastily, as in a 
Resurrection, and, kneeling in silence before 
the altar, received a special blessing. The 
Last Gospel was read ; Mass was over ; 
the ceremony was finished. The Monks 

joined their brethern, and the Ministers 
left the Sanctuary in procession. 

Might we take one little glance into the 
future? When next the prostrate form 
will lie where it did to-day, but in 
real. not smybolic death, will not the 
liberated spirit, if we may so speak, pause 
in its glad flight to Heaven, and in grateful 
memory hover for an instant above a spot 
hallowed by the greatest offering it could 
make to God, the complete sacrifice of the 
creature to the direct worship of the 
Creator, which is such a distinctive 
characteristic of the great Order of St. 
Benedict. 

001!@11 11@11 ll®lJOO 

-<><8><8> * 0~~ \.toll~g~ S~t~l~ an~ motto. <&><8>o-
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ffiHE shield we have chosen for our 
(( 1 College is the figure known as 
~ the " Vesica Piscis," which from 

early time has been regarded as 
an emblem of our Lord, derived from the 
Greek word " lchthus," which signifies a 
fish . Eusebius and St. Augustine tell us 
that the word is formed from the cele
brated acrostic of the Erythrean Sybil. who 
predicted the coming of our Lord. The 
Italians call the same figure " mandorla " 
from its almond shape. From earliest 
times this figure has formed the aureole of 
our Lord, and from no less an authority than 
Pugin we learn that " all seals of Colleges, 
Abbeys, and other religious communities, 
as well of ecclesiastical persons, were 
made invariably of this shape." As a 
shield it is said to signify the Divine pro- · 
tection. 

Pagan art signalised the apotheosis of 
humanity by the halo. Christianity crowns 
its heroes with the nimbus of an imperish
able glory. But the aureole more strictly 
encircles the whole figure of glorified 
humanity. Hence it becomes a fitting 
type of that system of education that aims 
at the cultivation not merely of the mind, 
but of the whole being, and the " restora
tion ·of all things in Christ.· · 

The motto which sets before youth an 
ideal to mould their lives upon is taken 
from the liturgical hymn " Ave Maris 
Stella." This hymn is by some ascribed 
to St. Bernard in the 12th century, and by 

· others it is accredited to St. Venantius 
Fortunatus at the close of the 6th centory. 
It is an unrhymed but most evenly accented 
composition. In 1629, when Pope Urbar.r 
Vlll. revised the liturgical hymns, the 
" Ave Maris Stella," together with the 
three most beautiful hymns in honour of 
the Blessed Sacrament by St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the hymn of the Angels at 
Vespers, and a few others were con
sidered flawless and so remained un .. 
changed. This sweet hymn seems to h~v~ 
the same charm for us to-day as it had for 
the faithful in the Middle Ages. It is like 
a string of pearls, any one of which might 
be selected for motto or aspiration. Our 
choice has fallen upon :- " Vitam praesta 
put am."- " Keep our lives unblemished." 

No loftier ideal can present itself to 
youthful aspiration, for a blameless life is 
the source of earth 's highest happiness, and 
the pledge of that blessed realm where 
nought defiled shall enter. 
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FIRST ANNUAL ENTERTAINMENT. 

HE pupils of St. lldephonsus' 
College, New Norcia, held 
their first annual entertain
ment on the evening of 
November 20th in the large 
hall of the College, which 
was filled to its utmost. 

His Lordship Bishop Torres was present, 
and there was an audience thoroughly 
representative of the district formiles 
around New Norcia. The space im
mediately in front of the stage was 
tastefully decorated with a profusion of 
beautiful flowers, among which Presenta
tion lilies were conspicuous. On the wall 
to the left were hung specimens of artistic 
work in crayon and painting by the . art 
students. The animal studies, after Sir 
Edwin Landseer. were especially praise
worthy. 

The scenery on the stage . was the 
object of universal admiration. It was the 
work of the artist Father and his assistants 
at the Monastery, and reflects the highest 
credit on their artistic skill. The back 
scene represents a mediaeval castle, nestl
ing among trees on the further bank of a 
wooded river. The front drop-scene is a 
fine example of allegorical painting. It 
shows an ancient Greek temple, with a 
winged figure of Glory, clad in golden, 
flowing robes, hovering with outstretched 
wings, her ·raised right hand bearing a 
laurel crown, as if about to place it on the 
head of one of her successful votaries. 
On the left of the painting are represented 
allegorically the fine arts-painting, by a 
brush and pallette ; literature, by an open 
book and a torch ; music, by an Aeolian 
harp ; sculpture, by . a carved head in 
marble ; architecture, by the decorated 
capital of a pillar ; and drama, by the 

tragic and comic masks The efFect of 
the whole, both in design and colouring, is 
most pleasing. 

The programme of the concert opened 
with a chorus, " Causa Nostrae Laetitiae, ., 
well rendered by the singing class. The 
violin class, pupils of Rev. Father Planas, 
O .S.B. , followed with a selection, " In the 
Springtime," which received well-merited 
applause from the audience. A squad of 
junior boys were then seen to advantage in 
a " Maze Drill," which they performed 
very creditably. This, together with the 
Indian Clubs class, formed a most popular 
item on the programme, and the per; 
formers were rewarded by vigorous 
applause. Master Hugh Halleen rendered 
" Love's Old Sweet Song,' ' which was 
well received. Master Clive Green, the 
best violinist of the College, delighted those 
present with a violin solo, " Sarabanda," 
accompanied on the piano by Rev. Father 
Planas. The first part of the programme 
was brqught to an end by a chorus, 
" Blow, Soft Southern Wind," in -which 
the singing and expression were alike 
creditable to the singers and their teacher, 
and were much appreciated by the 
audience. 

The second part of the programme con
sisted mainly of scenes from Shakespeare's 
" King John. " F. Lodding, as the King, 
acted his- part well , especially in the scene 
with the Lords. 1<.... l<...odda, as " Lord 
Faulconbridge,"afforded probably the most 
vigorous· and successful impersonation of 
the evening. F. Loneragan was excep
tionally well suited to the part of " Pnnce 
Arthur," and N. Donaldson as " Hubert," 
H. Berry as " Lord Bigot," C . Connor as 
" Lord Salisbury," and G. Coronel as 
" Lord Pembroke '' - played their parts well 
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and intelligently. Minor parts were taken 
by L. P-.yan, A Ridley, E. Stone, and I. 
Mannion. 

In the intervals between the scenes, 
Master Clive Green treated the audience 
to another fine violin solo ; Master P. 
Rodriguez was responsible for a vocal 
solo " Mid the Hush of the Corn," which 
showed him to be the possessor of a very 
good voice; and Master C. Rodriguez gave 
an exhibition of club-swinging, which was 
one of the features of the evening. At 
the conclusion of the programme, Rev. 
Brother Sebastian read the report, after 
which the proceedings concluded with the 
singing of the "National Anthem." 

THE REPOP-. T. 
This College, dedicated to the illustrious 

Doctor of the Church in Spain-St. · llde
phonsus-has been erected by His Lordship 
Right Rev. Dom Fulgentius Torres, O.S.B. , 
to perpetuate the memory of. the Rev. 
Father lldephonsus Bertran, who during 
54 years laboured so zealously in New 
Norcia. 

His Lordship, by his generosity, has 
supplied a long-felt want in this State, viz : 
To bring Secondary Education within the 
reach of all. He has thus conferred a 
benefit upon his Church, of which he is so 
distinguished a prelate, and rendered to 
West Australia a service so signal as to 
stamp him as one of her most patriotic 
citizens, and which must win for him and 
the Benedictine Community the admiration 
and encouragement of every enlightened 
member of the State. No expense has 
been spared in making the building suitable 
for educational requirements, and we must 
admire the courage displayed by His Lord
ship in undertaking so expensive a work, 
that must from its very commencement be 
in competition with other Colleges having 
a well-established record of scholastic and 
athletic achievements. 

The success of the College in point of 
numbers has far surpassed the hope of its 
most enthusiastic supporters, and we may 
take this as an augury that the people of 
West Australia fully appreciate the benefits 
granted them by His Lordship. 

The College was opened on the I Oth 
February, and the official opening per
formed by His Excellency, Sir Gerald 
Strickland, on February 22nd, in presence 
of a distinguished gathering, including the 
Attorney-General, The COion1al Secretary, 
Sir John Forrest, and many prominent 
citizens. 

The number of boarders on the College 
roll during the year has reached 116, 
comparing favourably in point of number 
of resident boarders with any College in 
West Australia, and I doubt if any 
College within the limits of the Common
wealth can show as high a roll in the year 
of its inception 

It was naturally a difficult matter, in face 
of the great influx of students from all 
parts of the State, to organise the studies as 
is necessary in a Secondary School ; but 
everything was done to prepare candidates 
for the Examinations, both Primary and 
Junior, in connection with the Adelaide 
University, Six candidates passed success
fully in the Primary ; F, Loneragen passing 
in seven subjects ; R. Rodda, G. Coronel, 
in six; J . Dix in five, and H . Schorer in 
four. Candidates were presented in· the 
Junior, but the results will not be known 
for some time. 

St. ldelphonsus' College must exist by 
studies joined to piety. The atmosphere 
here is fragrant with the religious life, the 
surest foundation on which any student 
may build the edifice of knowledge and 
science, and thus enable himself to take 
his place in the work of the nation, to 
spread around the blessings of Christianity. 
New Norcia offers every advantage to the 
student in its isolation, far removed from 
the busy turmoil of the city with its many 
attractions, which so often allure youth 
away from the stern path of duty to 
follow the fleeting pleasures that frequently 
unman the boy and so render him in
capable of carrying on the strenuous work 
demanded of her sons by this young but 
immense State if they would win her 
deeply-hidden treasures. 

Sport, that very important factor in the 
upbringing of any young Australiarr, will 
receive every encouragement in the 
College His Lordship bas shown his 
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appreciation of sport by erecting the 
spacious handball courts and arcade ar a 
cost of £1 ,000, and when completed in 
accordance with his plan they will be 
superior to anything in the States. Cricket, 
football, shooting, athletics, each in its due 
season, will be participated in, but the 
students must .always remember that 
sports are only an aid to study, which 
holds the place next in rank to religion 
the queen of all. 

Special facilities are afforded the students 
to become proficient in Music and Art. 
Many of them have seized the opportunity 
to study· the piano and violin, as well as 
drawing and painting. His Lordship 
desires to see the College excelling in these 
branches, though they must be secondary 
to the studies. The Commercial side 
of Education is receiving due attention. 
Lessons are given in Shorthand, Book
keeping, and Typewriting. Three Reming
ton machines are in constant use. 

The study of science will not be 
neglected, as His Lordship intends erecting 
scientific laboratories for the up-to-date 
teaching of Chemistry, Physics, and 
Geology. The students preparing for the 
Junior examination in 1914 will be able to 
take Chemistry as one of their subjects. 
Chemistry plays so important a part in the 
work of Agriculture that a knowledge of 
it is indispensable to the successful farmer. 

Some T echnical branches w ere opened 
at the commencement of the year. The 
students did not at once realise the 
advantages under their very hands. No 
boy intending to settle on the land should 
lose the chance of learning the useful 
points in the trade of the carpenter, 
blacksmith, or the wheelwright, and even 
becoming acquainted with the machinery 
in use on a farm. The second half of the 
school year showed more of the students 
with a desire to learn trades. Though 
this most important branch of education 
has not made the hea-dway we should 
desire, w e have no doubt it will develop 
in time, and so encourage His Lordship in 
the great design he has of making N ew 
Norcia famed as a T echnical and Agri
cultural centre. 
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His Lordship is not content with building 
this College and making its conditions such 
that most parents can send their sons, but 
he is mindful of the many deserving young 
boys whose minds are athirst after 
knowledge if only they had the means to 
obtain it. For this purpose His Lordship 
"has opened free bursaries tenable at the 
College for three years. This year two 
such bursaries will be granted to the 
successful candidates in the examination 
set for Catholic boys who are under 14 
years of age and residing in that part of 
the State under the jurisdiction of His 
Lordship. Next year the number will be 
increased to three, the third one being 
open to all Catholic boys in Western 
Australia under 14 years of age. Com
petitors must attend Catholic schools 
where such are available. These bursaries 
will be awarded each year, so that during 
1916 and subsequent years there may be 
nine students in this College receiving 
Education as the gift from the Bishop. 

We take this occassion of expressing 
our pleasure at the successful inauguration 
of the University of Western Australia. 
Next year the examinations will be con
ducted by the University, but I may be 
permitted to say that we regret the intention 
to discontinue the Primary examination, 
which has proved, under the control of the 
Adelaide University, so powerful a stimulus 
in the work of education. The University 
authorities may feel that their hands are 
too full in the work of organisation to 
permit their launching further into examin
ation work, and again some may think the 
Primary of too low a standard to be of 
much practical utility. We would ask the 
University authorities to bear in mind that 
our University is for the benefit of the 
State and not of any particular part, and 

·that many children attending country 
schools may be induced by means of the 
Pnmary to attempt higher examinations in 
future. Whereas if the initial stage in 
examination work is made too difficult for 
them then the Public Examinations are 
defeating their own purposes. We should 
like to see a li Public Examinations controlled 
by the University. 

In conclusion, I wish on behalf of the 
Brothers to thank our many friends for the 



kind assistance rendered us during the 
course of the year. The Marist Brothers 
came to Western Australia at the special 
invitation of His Lordship, Dr. Torres. It 
marks our first foundation in the West, 
and we are deeply grateful to the Bishop 
for the confidence he has thus shown in 
our Congregation. Nothing could exceed 
the generous encouragement extended to 
us by all sections of the community. The 
enthusiasm of our " Old Boys" from the 
Eastern States in the inaguration of this 
College, and the keen interest displayed by 
them in helping towards its developements 
will always be the most pleasant of 

reminiscences in connection with our 
advent to Western Australia. We wish 
especially to convey our thanks to His 
Excellency, Sir Gerald Strickland, the Hon. 
Mr. Scaddan (The Premier) ; the Hon. 
Mr. ·Bath, Minister for Agriculture ; the 
Hon. Mr. Walker, Attorney-General ; 
Senator Lynch, the Hon. Mr. Quinlan, the 
Hon. Mr. Troy, Speaker of the House ; 
Mr. McNulty, Under-Secretary for Agri
culture; Mr. Andrews, Director of Educa
tion : Mr. Parker, Mr. Gardiner, .Mr. Lavan, 
and to P--ev. Bro. Nunan and his Con
freres for the great courtesy they, one and 
all, showed us on our arrival in this State. 

PERFoRMERS I N THE PLAY SnAK~~SPEARE's ·' K rNG JoHN. " 
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/'IC\UR frontispiece is a reproduction of 
\!l1 . the tableau presented to His Holiness 

Pope Pius X. requesting the Apos
tolic Benediction on St. lldephonsus' 
College, its teachers, students. present and 

We affectionately impart to you the 
ApostOlic Benediction.·· 

The work was executed at the College, 
and embodies the chief types of innocence 

~ertoral aiross. 

ll 

The gift 0 11 His H oliness Pope Pins X. to His Lordship Right Rev. 
Dr. Torres, 0 . S. n. 

future, their relations and all friends and 
benefactors. His Holiness very graciously 
wrote the following: - " Beloved children, 

-'- lilies and doves, on a ground of virgin 
gold . . 

The Pectoral Cross is said to be 
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symbolical of the breastplate of Justice 
worn by the high priest of the old law. 
Pope Pius X . presented His Lordship the 
Bishop with a most beautiful one, an 
illustration of which is given in this 
Magazine. In the centre is an exquisite 
cameo of the Immaculate Conception. 
Five large amethysts represent the Five 
Wounds. The ground work is a delicate 
filigree of floral destgn, each little flower 
holding in its heart a precious pearl. This 
costly gift is further enhanced by a relic of 
the True Cross. 

HoN. SENATOR. L YNCH. 

The Marist Brothers ·wish to acknow
ledge very gratefully their indebtedness to 
those who have generously donated 
medals and prizes to students, or have in 
any way aided them in their work in the 
year of its foundation : -

His Lordship Rev. Dr. Torres, O .S.B., 
favours innumerable. 

Hon. L. F. Heydon, M.L.C. , Sydney, 
a princely donation to the Chapel. 

Hon. Philip Gollier, M.L.A. , Minister 
for Mines. 

Hon. T. Walker, M.L.A. , Attorney
General and Minister for Education. 

Hon. J . M. Drew, M.L.C., Colonial 
Secretary. 

Hon. Senator Lynch. 
Hon. H. B. Lefroy, C.M.G. , M.L.A. 
Walter Dwyer, Esq., M.L A. , LL.B. 
Jas. Gardiner, Esq. 
Bernard F. Parker, Esq. 
T . S. McNulty, Esq. 
M. G. Lavan, Esq. 
C. Gallagher, Esq . 
A. Kinshela, Esq. 
P. W . H. Thiel, Esq. 
T. H. Cunningham Esq. 
W . L. Leamey, Esq. 
J . Hurley, Esq. 
The Marist Brothers, Larg's Bay, S.A. 
The Marist Brothers, Bendigo, Victoria. 
The Marist Brothers' " Old Boys' " 

Association . 
Mr. and Mrs. Davidson, of " Glen-

tromie." 
Mrs. T . M. Clune. 
Messrs. Nicholson's, Limited. 
Messrs. Goode, Durrant &- Co., Ltd. 

On Rosary Sunday the following students 
had. the happiness of making their First 
Holy Communion :- G. Bellanger, A 
Meehan, J . Meehan, H. Laslett, S. 
Bakulich, R. Abbott, ~- c. Hall, J . Hall, J . 
Hurley, Joseph ,Hurley, J. ~yan, J . 
Kenevan, P. Lanigan, , J . Stapl·es, J. 
Butler. W . Whelan, J . Tracey, 
and on the 30th November, H. Taylor, 
R. Taylor , and G. Lithgo. His Lordship 
the Bishop did the lmle ones the high 
honour of presidmg at their breakfast. 

On Sunday the 7th December the 
Sacrament of Confirmation was ad
ministered in the Cathedral by His Lord
ship ~ight Rev. Dr. Torres, O .S.B., and 
the following , who had been making very 
earnest preparation for this great event, 
were confirmed : - H. Schorer, L. Ryan , 
C . Green, J . Hennessey, T. Staples, R. 



.O'Grady;"d .C Kelly, L. Sellenger,' G . Bellan
ger, W . Twomey, H. Moffat, W . 
Webb, D. O 'Sullivan, C . Hall, J. Ryan, 
J. Kenevan, H. Taylor, R. Taylor, J. 
Pettit, J. Giralt, . H. Laslett, and S. 
Bakulich. 

* * * 
The following passed this year's Ade

laide Universtty Primary Examination : 
F. Loneragan, R. Rodda, G. Coronel, N. 
Donaldson, J . Dix, and H. Schorer, and 
have gained the distinction of being the 
first to have their names inscribed upon 
our " Old Boys' " Memorial Shield. 

We have to gratefully record the un
failing attention of our local doctor . H . 
Laws, Esq. , to every little ailment from 
which even New Norcia is not immune. 

Pending the fitting up of a swimming 
bath in the near future, the Moore River 
affords ample opportunity for bathing. 
The swimmers have the advantage of 
deep water, and the little ones enjoy them
. selves in the shallows under the shade of 
trees that border the river. 

* 
In the absence of His Lordship, Dr. 

Torres, O.S.B. , Right Rev. Dr. Kelly, 
Bishop of Geraldton, presided at the Holy 
Week ceremonies in the Cathedral. and 
honoured us with a visit. His Lordship 
was pleased to meet quite a flock of boys 
from his own extensive diocese, and im
parted to them his blessing. 

* 
A subject which proved very interest

ing at the College this year was the study 
of the heavens. Through the kind 
thoughtfulness of His Lordship, the College 
became possessed of a three-inch refract
ing telescope, which has proved a source 
of great pleasure both to teachers and 
pupils. We thus have veritable " moving 
pictures " at New Norcia - moving on a 
far grander scale than terrestrial objects. 
Next year we hope to give a fuller 
account of the observations carried on, 
accompanied by photographs. 

* * · * 
On the 6th September we had the 

favour of a visit from· the Hon Philip 
Collier, M.L.A., Minister for Mines, 
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accompanied by T. S. McNulty, Esq., 
Uri-::ler-Secretary for Agriculture, T . H . 
Cunningham, Esq. , and W. L Leainey, 
Esq. The Hon. Minister addressed the 
students, and encouraged them to make 
the most of their school-days. Both the 
Brothers and the boys retain very pleasant 
reminiscences of this visit. 

* 
Another visit which gave us much 

pleasure was that of R . S. Haynes, Esq., 

HoN. I:'H!LIP Co LLIER, M L.A., 
Minister for i\fines. 

the well-known solicitor of Perth and 
Vice-President of the " Old Boys' " Asso
ciation. Mr. Haynes is an admirable 
raconteur, and his conversation is both 
instructive and entertainmg. 

We are pleased to notice that I 0 0 
Litanies of our Lady, composed by the 
Rev. Father Moreno, O.S.B., of New 
Norcia, have just reached here from the 
publisher. They are designed fo suit all 
choirs, and range from simple unison to 



the full harmony of quartette. If they are 
like other com_positions of this gifted 
musician which we hear in the Cathedral 
from time to time, they must be beautiful 
indeed, and should be welcomed by our 
Australian choirs. 

* * * 
We insert a reproduction of the 

illuminated address presented to His 
Excellency Sir Gerald Strickland on the 
occasion of the o_pening of the College. 
Photography very i·nadequately represents 
the onginal, for the colouring, which is the 
illuminator 's chief art, is a lost chord which 

mounted by a holly tree of five spngs, 
and the motto is " Sans Mal. " 

* * * 
. MUSIC EXAMINATIONS. 

London College of Music.-Violin
Senior : C . Green, 86, honors. Inter
mediate : H. Rodda, 85 , honors ; N. 
Donaldson, 86, honors. Elementary : · J . 
Harvey, 86, honors; E McNamara, 89, 
honors . Primary : P-. . Lanigan, 90, I st 
class ; J . O 'Meara, 92, 1st class. Piano
Intermediate : R. Rodda, 89, honors. 
Elementary ; T. · Brimage, 93, honors ; 
T. Nevill, 92, honors ; F . Loneragan, 93, 

The Work of t he.· Art Class of 1913. 

we must endeavour to supply by descrip- honors . Primary : F . Cahill, 94 , l.st class ; 
tion. The design is original, in the L. P-.yan, 92 , .I st class. 
renaissance style, the leading feature of EXCHANGES. 
which is the acanthus leaf that lends We beg to acknowledge, with thanks, 
itself so readily to grace of form and the following :- St. Joseph 's College 
gradation of colour. The ground isofold Magazine, Hunter 's Hill (N .S.W .) ; 
gold, deepening gradually into nch. warm Sacred Heart College, Auckland (N.Z.) ; 
tones of brown, and gwing full effect to Marist Brothers ' High School, Sydney ; 
the brilliant colouring brought into harmony Assumption College, Victoria ; " Our 
by soft gradation. On a star-shaped Boys," West Mead, N .S.W .; St. Joseph's 
medallion at the top of the address is the College, Dumfries (Scotland) ; " Cerise and 
coat-of-arms of His Excellency : · escut- Blue," ; Christian Brothers' College, Perth ; 
cheon sable emblazoned with three Holy Cross College, Ryde (N.S.W .) ; 
escallops argent. The shield is . sur- St. Vincent 's College, Potts' Point, Sydney 
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-<:_· _S_PO_R_T_)--
"No game was ever yet worth a rap 

For a. rational man to play, 
Into which no accident, no mishap 

Could possibly find its wa.y. " 

- Adam Lindsay G01·don. 

At present, naturally, a great deal can
not be chronicled with regard to sport at 
the College during the' year of its incep
tion. What has been done, however, 
justifies us in hoping that great things may 
be expected from the College in the near 
fpture, if the improvement continues as 
it has done within the last few months. 
With so many matters to engage our 
attention during t his first year at New 
Norcia, scanty attention has been given 
to keeping proper records of the early 
ma.tches, and in consequence we cannot 
give all the particulars we should like. 

Towards the end of the football season 
a regular sports competition, comprising 
cricket, handball, and general athletics, 
was initiated . The first matter to engage 
the attention of the students was the 
election of a College captain. A ballot 
was taken, and by a large majO'rity Clem
ent Connor was elected first capta.in of 
St. Ildephonsus ! 

Since the inauguration of the Compe
tition, matches have been played on the 
afternoons of Wednesday, Saturday, and 
Sunday. On other days, special time has 
been appointed for systematic practic~. 
During the afternoon recreation (3.45-4.45) 
the handba.ll competition has been carried 
on. We are fortunate in having splen
did handball courts. When not occupied 
by competition matches, they are in con
stant dema.nd during recreation. 

In the Competition, general athletics 
were provided for by a Sports ·Meeting 
to take place· on the first Saturday of 
each month. 'rhe two tha.t have so far 
been held were most successful, and 
aroused a remarkable amount of- enthu 
siasm at the College. 

Before dealing with the Competition in 
detail, it would be well to indicate how 
the points are decided. Below are the 
regulations. It will be seen that in· 
dividual effort for the good of the whole 
tea.m has been particularly encouraged 

CRICKET. 

A wm, 6 points. Draw, 3. 

B'atsman making 50 runs scores 2 points 
for his team. Bowler taking 7 wickets 
for 30 runs, 2 points. For every man a 
team gets into the College XI. 3 points. 

HANDBALL. 

Each team must send in 12 players (6 
pa.irs). Games, 31 up. Win counts three 
points. Win by 12 aces, one point ext,·a .. 

ATHLETICS. 

100 Yards Handicap: 3 from each team. 
Points for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5, 3, and 2. 

220 Yards Handica-p : 5 from each tea.m. 
Points, 5, 3, and 2. 

High Jump: 5 from each team. Average 
height of team to count. Points, 5, 3, 2. 

Long Jump: 5 from each team. Average 
distance of team to count. Points, 5, 3, 2. 

Throwing Cricket Ball : 5 from each 
team. Average throw taken. Points 3, 2, 1. 

Tug-of-War: 8 a-side. Points, 3, 2, . 1. 

Teams Race- Handicap: Points, 5, 3, 2. 

For Practice and Interest, 10 points. 

For Captain, 5, 3, and 2. 
The courts were officia.lly opened on 

October 15th, when his Lordship Bishop 
Torres and the Fathers from the Monas
tery visited the college and were interest
ed spectators of the opening games. At 
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their conclusion, the Brothers thanked 
his Lordship, on behalf of the boys, for 
his generosity in constructing for them 
such splendid courts. Three cheers were 
then called for, which were given in the 
deafening manner characteristic of 
schoolboys. Handball is a national sport 
in Spain as in Ireland. Most of the Col
lege boys have a. great deal to learn in 
the game ; many of them, indeed, hau 
never played it before coming to New 
Norcia. We have several promising 
players, and constant practice, coupled 
with enthusiasm, will no doubt result in 

some ·good games being witnessed later 
on. 

W e do not propose to deal with the 
matches in detail, as there is nothing 
remarkable to be chronicled with regard 
to any of them. The points gained by 
the teams appear in the general list or 
points, towards the end of this article . 

THE SPORTS MEETING. 

The first of these meetings was held 
on October 11th, and proved a great sue-

cess. The weather was not of the best, 
and later in the day a drizzling rain began 
to fall. This, however, did not damp in 
the least the enthusiasm of the competitor~ 
and their ba.rrackers. The events were 
gone through · promptly and without ·a 
hitch. When points came to be co"m
pared at the end of the day, Cambridge 
Blues were found to have a substantial 
lead. Of the Junior teams, the Blue 
and Blacks (Purtell) gained first place, 
beating Cerise and Blue by two points. 

The following are the winners. Times 
were not taken . 

Senior. 

lOUyds. FinaL- F . Lodding, J. Silcock, 
L. Conway. 

220yds. FinaL- F. Lodding, T. 
Nevill, J . O'Connor. 

High Jump. - Cambridge B1ues. Aver
age, 4ft. 3 2-5m. 

Broad Jump.- Oxford Blues. Average, 
13ft. 9in. 

Throwing Cricket BalL- Red, Yellow 
<Uld Black. Average, 65yds. 11ft. Sin. 
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for 74 and C. Connor 4 for 79. The Red, 
Yellow and Blacks replied with 62 (Lon
eraga.n 16, Connor 13), Lodding securing 
4 wickets for 19 and O'Neil 6 for 32. In 
their second innings the Blues compiled 
117 (C. - Rodriguez 23, R. Rodda 16), Con
nor and Hyrne each securing half of the 
wickets for 43 and 62 respectively. Red, 
Yellow and Blacks did somewhat better 
in their second innings witn a score of 
101 (Connor l:::l, Byrne and Brennan 21 
each). Cambridge Blues thus remained 
victors by 127 runs. 

Oxford Blue (Donaldson) v. Red, Yel
low and Black (Connor). - Oxford Blues 
won by 97 runs. Connor's team batted 
first and made 120, mainly through the 
efforts of Byrne, who compiled a fine 
score of 63. Connor, with 18, was the 
only other one of the team to reach double 
figures. Donaldson was in great form, 
and secured 6 for 18. His team led their 
opponents by 14 in the first innings. 
Donaldson himself made 48 , just failing 
to secure two points for his team. H. 
Rodda made 18, and Williams and Conway 
15 each. Most of the wickets fell to 
Byrne, who took 6 for 35. The second 
innings of Red, Yellow and B'la-ck, was a 
surprise. A "procession" set in and none 
of the batsmen seemed able to stop the 
rot. Four of the team . made "blobs, " 
_and the innings closed for .21. The bowlers 
had a fine time; Donaldson's average 
read :3 for 5, and Williams' 6 for 14. The 
Oxford Blues made .lOJ, in their second 
innings. H. Rodda 1.9, Willia,ms and 
Conway 17 each were the chief scor-ers. 
Byrne, 4 for 46 ; Connor, 3 for 51 ; and 
0. Morrissey, 1 for 4, secured the wickets. 

Oxford Blue (Donaldson) v. Cambridge 
Blue (Lodding). - Oxford Blue won by 35 
runs. The OxforP,s, who batted · first, 
stopped at 64; Williams 15 and H. Rodda 
14 being the best scorers. - Lodding, 
bowling well, took 7 for 34, and O'Neil '~ 
for 30. The Cambridge Blues scored still 
less, 59 being their limit. Sixteim of 
these were byes. O'Neil (3) and Rya.n 
(11) were the only two to reach double 
figures. Donaldson wrought dire destruc
tion with the ball. His average was 5 
for 1<0. Williams secured 3 for 33. The 
second innings of both sides were much 
better. Dona-ldson's men scored 147. H. 
Rodda (46) just missed the coveted fifty, 

and Williams compiled 35. These two 
formed a fine partnership, not losing a 
single chance of a run. Donaldson (27) 
also did very well. Lodding secured the 
bowling average for the innings- 4 for 56. 
In their second innings his team made 
117, which left them 35 behind their oppo
nents. Lodding contributed a valuable 
35, and Jones carried his bat ·for 28. Dix 
(15) and C. Rodriguez (10) were the only 
other double-figure scorers. Williams took 
7 wickets at a cost of 52 runs. 

SECOND RouND. 

The second round commenced on Oct
ober 23rd, and the first match was Red, 
Yellow and Black (Connor) v. OxforJ 
Blue (Donaldson). The former won by 
39 runs. They batted first and made 144. 
Byrne played a nne innings of 56, and 
Loneragan put together :37 before being 
disposed of. .None of the others reached 
double figures except 0. Morrissey, 1:3. 
Williams too 5 wickets for 46 and H . 
Rodda 3 for 34. Oxford Blues replied with 
125, mainly through the forceful batting 
of Williams (67), followed by a valuable 
27 from the bat of Donaldson. Drew 
secured the bowling average- 4 for 37, dis
missing both Williams and Donaldson. 
Byrne took 5 for 53. Red , Yellow and 
Black, commencing their second innings 
with a lead of 19, compiled 115, and their 
opponents were thus set 135 to win. Con
nor was top scorer \vith :38, and tne 
reliable 'Byrne was close behind with 29. 
0. Morrissey (16) was once more the' only 
other double-figure scorer. Williams 
again got the average, 6 for 55. In their 
second innings Oxford Blues only reached 
95. Donaldson (23), Williams (22) and 
H. Rodda (20) were the chief scorers. 
Connor, 3 for 14; Drew, 3 for 29 ; and 
Byrne, 2 for 29, divided the bowling 
honours. 

Cambridge Blue (Lodding) v. Red, Yel
low and Black (Connor).~Cambridge Blue 
won by 8 runs. This was the closest 
match of the season, and provided some 
exciting moments. The Blues had first 
use of the wickets, and knocked up 177, 
the highest one-innings score which has 
so far been made. Lodding 54, Kolle 47 
not out, and Dix 20, were the chief scor
ers. Drew was the most sticcessful with 
the baH, taking 6 for 43. Loneragan took 



2 for 20 and Connor 2 for 33.. The pros
pects of Connor's team did not. look par
ticula rly rosy, bu t B'yrne and Loneragan 
completely changed the outlook by mak
ing a partnership of llO for t he first 
wicket. Loneragan had the hard luck to 
be caught out when within sigh t of his 
ha lf century ; 47 .was his score. Byrne 
contributed an ex cellent 76. Connor 38, 
J. Brennan 20 not out, and Coronel 19, 
were . the other scorers. T.h e innings 
closed for 229. O 'Neil took 3 for 40, Lod
ding 3 for 77, Dix 2 for 29, and K olle 
2 for 32. In their second try the Blues 
made 130 (Kolle 36, Dix 27, Lodding 21). 
Byrne was the most destructive bowler, 
6 for 46. Connor took 3 for 41. With 
only 79 to win, Red, Yellow and Black 
seemed in a safe position ; but to the 
surprise of all, they made only 70 (Byrne 
22, ,T. Brennan 12). K olle took 4 wickets 
for 29, and Lodding 4 for .33. 

Cambridge Blue (Lodding) v. Oxford 
Blue (D onaldson).- The former won by 
108 runs. This match was more even 
than the scores seemed to indicate, and 
was stubbornly contested. Cambridge 
Blues batted first, but only made 66, of 
which C. Rodriguez was responsible for 
35 and Lodding for 13; leaving 18 to be 
divided betwen the remaining nine of the 
team. D onaldson took 4 wickets for 2 1 
and Williams 5 for 38. Oxford Blues 
did a little better in their innings by 
managing t o get within two of t he cen
t ury. Williams 46, and Donaldson 26, 
scored the most runs. Lodding got 5 
of the wickets for 21. Cambridge Blues 
opened their second innings with Dix and 
Rodriguez. Both scored r apidly, and 98 · 
appeared in the score-book before R od
riguez was r un out for 46. Dix continued 
to pile up runs, his favorite scoring stroke 
being a drive past mid-off. Other bats
men came and went, but Dix, like Tenny
son's brook, ''went on for ever ." When 
stumps were drawn for t he day, he bad 
scored the first century of the competition 
and was carried shoulder-high into the 
refectory by his enthusiastic admirers. On 
the following day b e con t inued to score 
with the same freedom; and just as it 
began to seem likely that he would carry 
his bat, be played one from Donaldson 
on to his wj.cket. He had made 151. The 
tota.l of t he innings was 248, as R. Rodda 
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(18) was the only other batsman, except 
Rodriguez, to reach double figures. 
Oxford Blues started their second innings 
with 217 to win. The firs t wicket fell 
early, but when H . Rodda and Donaldson 
became associated and brought. the score 
to about 70 without the loss of another 
wicket , their supporters began to think 
there was a good chance after all. But 
these hopes were soon shattereu. Don
aldson scored 54 in fine style, and H. 
Rodda 30; but afterwards thr ee " blobs" 
followed in qmck succession , a nd the inn
ings closed for 108. Lodding took 6 wic
kets for 46. 

OUTSIDE MATCHES. 
College v. :New Norcia.- We won by 57 

runs. This was p layed between the Col
lege XI. and a team r epresenting the New 
Nor cia Mission, and excited a good deal 
of interest. vv e felt confident of putting 
up a good fight, for although our oppo
nents were a ll grown men, we had the 
advantage of constant practice. The 
Mission captam , E. Farrell, won the toss 
and put us in. If they expected to get us 
out cheaply t hey were disappointed. We 
scored 141. Byrne and Dona ldson com
menced cautiously to the bowling of Far
rell and Bigg. Byrne had only made 5 
when be was caught at lon g-on in 
attempting a hit. Lodding and D on aJd
son held together for som e time, the 
former being stumped ·when 22, and the 
latter succumbing to a vei·y smart catch 
in the slips after having compiled· 27. 
Connor started batting with extreme 
caution, and was in for nea-rly 25 minutes 
befor e scoring. He afterw.ards opened his 
sh oulders occasionally, one sixer and 3 
fourers being included in his score of 33. 
His wicket was the last to fall. The only 
other College boy who did anything much 
was C. Rodnguez, who p layed a good 
innings for 21. For the Mission, E. Far
rell secured 4 wickets for 40 . The Mission 
batsmen succeeded in reaching 84, thus 
leaving us victors. Theil; highest. scorers 
were: J . Egan 21, T. Taylor 16, B. Tay
lor 15. Loddmg took 5 for 27, and C. 
Rodriguez was respon sible for 2 wickets 
at a cost of 2 runs, while Williams a-nd 
Donaldson secured a wicket ·eac!:. 

V ictoria Plnins v . College.- This re
sulted in an easy win for Victoria P lains. 
They gave· our boys p lenty of leathe r-
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hunting. We went in first, and considered 
we had not done at all badly \vhen the 
score-book showed llO as the innings 
total. Our successful batsmen were : 
Lodding, who made things lively by 
knocking up a rapid 38, of which 32 were 
made up solely of fourers; Hyrne, who by 
careful cricket compiled 23; and Connor, 
who made 15. Butler was the most des
tructive bowler for the Plains; 5 for 30 
was his average. Fitzgerald almost 
equalled him with 4 for 26. Opening 
their innings, the Plains soon settled 
down to steady scoring. We succeeded 
in getting only seven of their wickets. 
Mr. C. K. Davidson retired when he had 
made 37, and Mr. R. P . Lanigan did the 
same on reaching 30. Butler, by compil
ing 35, showed himself as formidable at 
batting as at bowling. The total score 
was 145. Our boys were rather sla.ck on 
the field at times, and some catches were 
dropped ; but we were not the only offen
ders in this respect. Byrne 3 for 15, Drew 
2 for 10, and C. Rodriguez 1 for 24 
secured the wickets. 

College v. Marbro. - We won by 82 
runs. This was the first match played 
in the Victoria Plains Cricket Associa
tion. The Association was formed at the 
beginning of November, with four teams, 
Victoria Plains, New Nor cia Mission, 
Marbro, and the College. Three rounds 
of matches were arranged , ending on 
March 29th, 1914, and there is to be a 
trophy for the winners. Connor won the 
toss and put the other side in. Lodding 
and Byrne proved too good fo1· the bats
men. They made only 36. F. Groves, 
with 10, was the highest scorer. Lodding 
took 5 wickets for 14, and Byrne 5 for 21. 
We succeeded in knocking up ll8; Mar
bro were much better as bowlers than as 
batsmen. Lodding, sco ring with his usual 
rapidity, compiled 48. J . Dix made 17 
and Byrne 14. For Marbro, Victor 
Davidson secured the average of 2 for 2. 
J . Longmon, 3 for 24, took the most 
wickets · for his side . 

New Norcia Mission '1. College. - This 
was our second Association match, and 
resulted in our being defeated by the 
large margin of 143 runs. Mission won 
the toss and put u s in. Byrne and Dix 
opened for the College. A separation 

was effected m the second over ; Dix, 
who had completed his record score of 
151 against the Oxford Blues on the pre
vious day, was caught before· scoring. 
Donaldson filled the vacancy, and by 
attractive cricket scored 42 (including 13 
fourers) before allowing himself to IJe 
tempted out by a slow' one from Farrell, 
which resulteu in his being stumped. C. 
Rodriguez, by careful batting, made 13. 
The bowling proved too good for the 
others. The fielding, too, for which the 
Mission men are renowned, was remark
ably good. · '.fhe innings closed for 84, 
having lasted 1~ hours. E. Farrell too~ 
the most wickets- 5 for 19. · The Mission 
then went in and kept our boys leather
hunting for the rest of the afternoon. 
They made 227 in 130 minutes ; 27 fom·ers 
and 5 sixers gives some idea of the hitting 
in which they mdulged. E. Farrell made 
56 before Drew scattered his stumps. T. 
Taylor, the Mission captain, compiled 42, 
and was then run out. D. Biggs rapidly 
knocked up 29 (including 2 sixers) and 
retired unconquered, as also did A. Tay
lor after scoring 21. The last wicket fell 
just before time. Drew got the average 
in the bowling- 2 for 25; B'yrne being 
next with 2 for 6i. Loneragan kept wic
kets well for the College ; there were 
only eight byes, four of which were from 
a boundary. 

OUR 1st REPRESENTATIVE ELEVEN. 

C. Connor (Ca.ptain). - Promising bats
man, good .def~nce .· Change bowler, with 
slow leg-break. 

F. Lodding (Vice-Captain).- Good ag
gressive bat, scores quickly; all-round 
field , bowls a good length ball. 

N. Donaldson.- Good defensive bat, 
with large vanety of strokes. Very smart 
field. The fast bowler of the team; keeps 
a good length. 

D . Byrne. - A clever and consistent bats
man; excellent field ; good bowler of the 
"bosie" kind. 

J Dix.-Promising bat, very strong on 
the off, should cultivate a greater variety 
of strokes ; good catch. 
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r'===========================~ 

l P R I Z E L I S T . ·) 

CHRISTIAN DOC TRINE 

Gold Medal, presented by 
his Lordship Dr. Torres, 

O .S.B. 
Master F Lodding 

L. Conway 
. ,. H. Rodda 

GOOD CONDUCT. 

Gold Medal, presented by 
his -Lordship, Dr. Torres, 

O.SB. 
Master F. Loneragan 

L. Lee 
R. Rodda 

Best Pass in Primary. 
Master F. Loneragan 

. R. Rodda· 
G. Coronel 
N. Donaldson 
J . Dix 
H . Scherer 

JUNIOR CLASS. 

Aggregate. 
H Rodda 
L. Conway 

Christian Doctrine 
A Kolle 
L. Conway 

English Grammar . 
H. Rodda 
L Conway 

History. 
A Kolle 
H. Rodda 

Geography. 
A Kolle 
H. R.odda 

} Equal L. Conway 

SPECIAL PRIZES. 

MUSIC. 

Violin Section. 
Master C Green 

Piano Section. 
Master T. Brimage 

ART PAINTING. 
Master J . O 'Connell 

H. Rodda 
J Pettit 

DRAWING. 
Master H . Scherer 

W. Attwill 
C. Green 

ENGLISH ESSAY. 
Master H. Scherer 

G. Coronel 

CLASSICS. 
Master G. J. Halpin 

R. Rodda 

Arithmetic. 
H. Rodda 
L. Conway 

Algebra. 
H Rodda 
L. Conway 

Geometery. 
H. Rodda 
L. Conway 

French. 

A Kolle ( E I 
L. Conway > qua 

Latin. 
A Kolle 

SUB-JUNIOR. 
Aggregate. 

J . Halpin 

ORDER and NEATNESS. 
Master J . Kelly 

A Clune 

SINGING. 
Master H. Halleen 

P. Rodriguez 

BOOK-KEEPING. 
Master F. Loneragan 

J . Dix 

TYPEWRITING. 
Master A Taylor 

A Bell 

SHORTHAND (Upper 
Division). 

Master J . Dix 
A Bell 

SHORTHAND (Lower 
Division) 

Master J Brennan 
F. Webb 

R. Rodda 
F. Loneragan 

Good Conduct. 
F. Loneragan 
R. Rodda 
G. Coronel 

Christian Doctrine 
R. Rodda, 
J . Halpin 
G. Coronel 

English Grammar. 
G. Coronel 
F. Loneragan I E I 
F. Lodding ( qua 

English Composition. 
G. Coronel 
H. Scherer 
F. Lodding 



History. 
J. Halpin 
F. Loneragan 
N . Donaldson 

Geography. 
J . Halpin 
F. Loneragan 
F. Lodding 

Arithmetic. 
J . Dix 
G. Coronel 
J. Halpin 

Algebra. 
R. Rodda 
J. Halpin 
G, Coronel 

Geometry. 

G. Coronel l E I 
P-... Rodda f qua 
J . Halpin 

French. 
J . Halpin 
F, Loneragan 
R, Rodda 

Latin, 
N , Donaldson 
J, Halpin 
R, Rodda 

Greek, 
J, Halpin 
C , Rodriguez 
P-.. , P-..odda 

STANDARD VI. 

Aggregate. 
P. Rodriguez 
T . Brimage 
J . Purtell 

Good Conduct. 
L. Lee 
P. P-..odriguez 
J. Mannion 

Christian Doctrine 
J . Purtell 
E. McNamara 
L. Ryan 

Reading 
C . Berry 
T. Brimage 
I. Mannion 

English Grammar 
P Rodriguez 
T. Brimage 
L. Lee 

Orthography 
P. Rodriguez 
C. Berry 
T. Brimage 

English Composition 
T . Brimage 
W. Attwill 
J. H ynes 

Writing 
J. Harvey 
H. Bell 
J. O 'Connor 

History 

J . Purtell } E I 
P. P-..odriguez qua 
T. Brimage 

Geography 
H. Bell 
P. Rodriguez 
C. Green I I 
J . H ynes I equa 

Arithmetic . 
P. Rodriguez 
T. Nevill I I 
H. Bell ) equa 

Algebra. 
T. Nevill 
P. P-..odriguez ( I 
T. Brimage ) equa 

Geometry. 
P. Rodriguez 
H. Bell 
L. Ryan 

French. 
P. P-..odriguez 
T . Brimage 
J . Purtell 

Latin. 
P. Rodriguez 

T Brimage 
A. Farquhar 

FIFTH CLASS. 

Upper Division. 
Aggregate. 

A. Clune 
T. Staples 
J . O 'Meara 

Good Conduct. 
A. Clune 
R. Lanigan 
J . O 'Meara 

Christian Doctrine. 
A. Clune 
W . W ebb 
T. Staples 

English Grammar. 
A. Clune 
T. Staples 
P-.. . Lanigan 

History. 
A. Clune 
C. Crocker 
T . Staples 

P-..eading. 
E. McManus 
A. Clune 
R. Lanigan 

6i 

English Composition. 
A. Clune 
H. Taylor 
J. O 'Meara 

O rthography. 

J. O 'Meara ) A'Q 
T. Staples S " · 
A. Clune 

Penmanship. 
C . H eritage. 
R. Lanigan 
J. Brennan 

Arithmetic. 

A. Clune } 
W . Sellenger .fEQ. 
C. Heritage 
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Geometry. 
T Staples) 
A Clune { .MQ. 
A Taylor J 

Latin. 
J. Brennan 1 JEQ 
A Clune 5 · 
T . Staples 

Geography. 
T . Staples 
J. Brennan 
A. Clune 

Algebra. 

N. Saleeba } 
W. Webb A:Q. 
F. Bendon 

French. 

J. O 'Meara } .JEQ 
A Clune · · 
N. Saleeba 

Drawing. 
S. Sturtridge 
A Clune 
E. McManus 

FIFTH CLASS. 

Lower Division. 
Aggregate. 

J. Pettit 
J . Kelly 
R. Taylor 

Christian Doctrine. · 
J . Pettit 
G. Taylor 
G. Franklyn 

J. Kelly 
J. Pettit 
L. Fidock 

Reading. 

English Composition. 
J . Kelly 
L. Fidock 
C . Drew 

Orthography. 
J. Pettit 
R. Taylor 
L. Fidock 

English Grammar. 
V. Davidson 
H. Laslett 
R. Taylor 

J . Kelly 
J . Pettit 

History. 

V. Davidson 

Penmanship. 
R, Taylor 
L. Fidock 
G. Franklyn 

Geography. 
J . Pettit 
P . Barron 
A F.-idley 

Algebra 
V. Davidson 
H. Laslett 
R. Taylor 

French. 

J. Pettit 
J . Kelly 
R. Taylor 

Arithmetic. 
F.-. Taylor 
J. Kelly 
K. Brennan 

Geometry. 
N . Faddy 
J. Pettit 
G. Franklyn 

Drawing. 
G. Franklyn 
N . Faddy 
L. Fidock 

Latin. 
N. Faddy 
J. Pettit 
K. Brennan 

FOURTH CLASS. 

Aggregate. 
J. Silcock 
D. Byrne 
J. Drew 

Christian Doctrine, 
D Byrne 
J . ~ilcock 
J. Williams 

F--eading. 
J. Drew 
I. Morrissey 
J . Silcock 

Orthography. 
J. Silcock l I 
D. Byrne 5 equa 
0. Morrissey 

English Composition 
J. Drew 
I. Morrissey 
J Silcock t 
0. Morriss~y ) equal 

J . Drew 
J. Silcock 

Writing. 

I· Morrissey 

Geography: 
D. Byrne 
J. Silcock 
0 . Morrissey 

Arithmetic 

~- ~k~~sk ~-
J. Williams equal 
D. Byrne 

CLASS Ill. 

Aggregate 
W . Webb 
E. Suarez . 
J. McDonald 

Conduct: 
J. McDonald. 

Christian Doctrine. 
W . Webb 
G. Bellanger 
T. Daly 

Reading. 
D. O'Sullivan 
S. Bakulich 
T. Fitzgerald 
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COLLEG E ROLL. 

1 Attwill, William 41 Hurley, John 80 O'Neill, Terence 
2 Abbott., Ross 42 Hurley, Josep.h 81 O'Sullivan, Daniel 

43 Hall, Corrie 82 O'Conno1·, James 
3 Byrne, Kevin 44 Hall, John 83 O'Connell, Joseph 
4 Byrne, Sylvester 4.5 Hennessy, James 84 O'Meara, Joseph 
.5 Brennan, Joseph 46 Heritage, Charles 85 O'Grady , Rupert 
6 Brennan, Kyran 47 Hynes, John 
7 Byrne, Daniel 48 Halleen, Hugh 86 Pet ti t , John 8 Bendon, Francis 49 Hassell , Norman 87 P aterson, N ormau 9 Bell, Hany 50 Halpin, Joseph 

10 Bellanger, George 88 Pnrtell, John 

11 Brimage, Thomas 51 .Jones, Roy 
12 Bt·image, William 52 Joice, .James 89 Rodrignez, Clarence 
18 Butler, James 90 Rodriguez, Patt-iek 
14 Berry, Charles 53 Keamey, Patrick 91 R odda. Harold 
15 Bakulich, Samuel 54 Kenevan, John 92 Rodda: Roy 
16 Barron, Peter 5.5 Kelly, Edward 93 Uodda, Patrick 

56 Kelly, .John 94 Ryan, Leo. 
17 Conway, Louis 57 Kolle, Alan 95 Ryan, James 
18 Coronel, Godfrey 96 Ridley, Arthur 
19 Cosgrove, Edward 58 Lavan, Michael 
20 Crocker, Cyril .59 Lee, Lionel 
21 Connor, Clement 60 Loneragan, li'rederick 97 Smyth, Bt·yan 
22 Connor, Vincent 61 Lodding, ]'roderick 98 Sellenget·, William 
23 Cahill, James 62 Las lett, H et·bert 99 Sellenger, Leslie 
24 Clune, Austin 63 Lithgo, Geot·ge 100 Sturtridge, William 
25 Cassidy, Francis 64 Lithgo, John 101 Smit h, Robert 

102 Schorer, Hetbel't 
26 Daly, Timothy 65 Miles, Alan 103 Silcock, Joseph 
27 Davidson, Victor 66 Meehan, Johu 104 Stone, Edward 
28 Dix, Joseph 67 Meehan, Arthur l05 Staples, Thomas 
29 Drew, John 68 Moffat, Hubert 106 Staples, Joseph 
30 Drew, Cyril 69 Murdock, Geo1·ge 107 Sa leeba, Nicholas 
31 Drage, Thomas 70 Morrissey, Irwin 
32 Donaldson, Norman 71 · Morrissey, Stanley 108 Tt·eacy, John 72 MonissPy . Onslow 109 'l'ay lor, Alexander 
33 Farquahal', Alan 73 Mannion, I van 110 Twomey, William 
;)4 Franklyn, George 74 May, Leslie 111 'l'ay lor, Herbel't 
35 Faddy, N01·mau 112 Tay lor·, Handel I 
36 Faddy, Keith 75 Nevill, Thomas 113 Taylor, George 
87 Fidoch, Lionel 

'i6 McManr , Edward 
88 Giralt, John 77 McNult , Clarence 114 W il liams, Jolru 
39 Green, Clive 78 McNamara, Edward 115 Webb, Francis 
40 Goatcher, Robert 79 McDonaldson, John 116 • Webb, Ft·ederick 

DAY STUDENTS. 
117 Clune, Jeremiah 120 Lanigan, Robert 123 Saur·ez, Edwar·d 

121 Lanigan, Patrick 
118 Fitzgerald, Thoma;; 124 Whelan, William 

119 Ha1·vey, John 122 Maste1·s, l!' rederick 
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ST. I LOICI'HO~ Sl'S' COLLEGE. 



St. lldephonsus' College 
NEW NORCIA. WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

C.ONDUC. TED BY THE MARIS T BROTHERS 
Under the distinguished Patronage of its founder, 
the Right Rev. Dom fulgentius Torres , O.S.B., 
Bishop of Dorylaeum, Lord 'Abbot of New Norc ia. 

The COLLEGE has been erected by his Lordship the Bishop at an outlay 
of some £25,000. The structure is Byzantine in style, quadrangular 
in form , with cloisters and court within , thus insuring the greatest 
coolness to all the apartments which are lofty and well ventilated 

The CHAPEL - a distinctive feature of the College- is a gem of architecture, 
and runs almost the full height of the building. 

The College is beautifully located in the heart of the grand Benedictine 
Settlement of New Norcia. 

The purpose of his Lordship the Bishop is to bring Catholic Education 
within the reach of the masses. The aim of the Brothers is to 
second the design of his Lordship by imparting a truly Christian 
Education and affording every opportunity to their Students of 
pursuing knowledge in all its branches, both intellectual and 
technical. 

The course of studies comprises a thorough knowledge of Rdigion, in 
addition to Latin , Greek, Modern Languages, Mathematics, History, 
Geography, Physics and Chemistry. On the Commercial side are 
taught Book-keeping_ Shorthand, and Typewriting. Students desiring 
Technical Education are instructed in Carpentry Forge-Work and 
Coach-Building, and those who wish to turn their attention to the 
land may follow a course of Agriculture. 

Students are prepared for the Junior and the Leaving Examinations and 
for the Entrance Examination to the West Australian University. 

Exceptional advantages are offered for the study of Music and Art. 

'Application for 'Admission and further 
particulars to be made to the 

BROTHER DIRECTOR. 
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